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ADAPTING ALLIANCES, PARTNERS,

AND SECURITY ARCHITECTURE



Setting the scene

Globalization? 

• What are we defending?

• Where do we want to go?

Rise of the Rest?

‘New’ Cold War?

Strategic Competition?

• How do we frame the 

international order right 

now? How do we frame the 

regional order?

Rules based order?

US primacy? 

Democracy? 

Free and Open? 



FEATURES OF ORDER
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 Orders

 Asian integration  Chinese-led or multilateral?

 US Alliance System  Evolving or stationary 

 Great power competition 

 Strategic middle

 Oceania rising

 Transpacific ∩ Transatlantic

 Taiwan

 Challenges to the rules-based system

 Comprehensive, Integrated strategies



4 Map - Lowy Institute Asia Power Index

https://power.lowyinstitute.org/
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8 China, US Woo Pacific Island Nations – The Diplomat

https://thediplomat.com/2022/08/china-us-woo-pacific-island-nations/
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(2) Strengthening Japan's Defense Architecture

(ii) Coordinating with Reinforced Comprehensive Defense 

Architecture. The core effort in addressing Japan's defense 

challenges will be to fundamentally Provisional Translation 21 

reinforce its defense capabilities. However, because of wide-

ranging security targets and fields, Japan will utilize not only its 

defense capabilities but also its comprehensive national power, 

including diplomatic and economic capabilities, to defend itself 

(pp. 20-21).

nss-e.pdf (cas.go.jp)

https://www.cas.go.jp/jp/siryou/221216anzenhoshou/nss-e.pdf
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…will inform almost everything that we do…In terms of integrated … 

we mean, integrated across domains, so conventional, nuclear, cyber, 

space, informational" … integrated across theaters of competition and 

potential conflict [and] integrated across the spectrum of conflict from 

high intensity warfare to the gray zone… also means integration of all 

instruments of national power,... And integrated across our allies and 

partners, which are the real asymmetric advantage that the United 

States has over any other competitor or potential adversary.

Colin Kahl

Undersecretary of Defense for Policy
Defense One Outlook Summit 2022

INTEGRATED DETERRENCE
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Multilateral Forums - Comparative Connections (pacforum.org)

https://cc.pacforum.org/multilateral-forums/


13 Economy - Discuss Japan (japanpolicyforum.jp)

https://www.japanpolicyforum.jp/archives/economy/pt20180816171540.html/


14 PACER-Graph-Oxfam.jpg (742×639) 

(36th-parallel.com)

https://36th-parallel.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/PACER-Graph-Oxfam.jpg
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/10/infographic-us-military-presence-around-the-world-interactive



Geometries of Geopolitics*

Cooperation in triangles, quads, squares, hexagons…

* Mohan Malik
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Sources:

Mentimeter
Alliances,partnerships, and security 
architecture today are….



CONSIDER
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 New, non-ASEAN/-PIF/-

SAARC-centred means

Place of existing 

organizations?

 Small-scale, narrowly focused, 

result-oriented

vs inclusive, process-focused

 Smaller powers as sovereign 

equals

Knowledge, resources

 Know your lines

 The lessons of Ukraine 

 Role of emerging technologies

 Trust

 Vision of the future



Modernization
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Creates or increases value

Not a one-size-fits-all

Retooling (innovation)

Altering the nature of relationships

A new paradigm 



STRUCTURAL POWER
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 The power to decide how things should be done, the power to 

shape frameworks within which states relate to each other, 

relate to people, or relate to  corporate enterprise (Susan 

Strange)

 the power to change the rules of the game for others, the 

power to structure the choices of other actors 

(https://lawin.org/structural-power/)

https://lawin.org/structural-power/


THANK YOU!


