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First large-scale use
of chemical
weapons (chlorine)
in war by Germany
in Ypres, Belgium

‘1915

Geneva Protocol
banned use of
chemical weapons

&

Aum Shinrikyo uses
sarin in Japan

&

Reports of Assad
regime using
chemical weapons

Assassination of Kim
Jong-nam with VX

‘ 2012-2019 ‘ 2017




CHEMICAL
WEAPONS
CONVENTION

Bans the use of chemical weapons in war

Bans the acquisition, possession & development of
chemical weapons

Requires declaration of existing stockpiles and
production facilities

Requires and establishes verification protocols for
destruction

Establishes the Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons

® Investigate alleged use

® Conduct inspections for CWC compliance
Entered into force 1997

193 state parties

®* North Korea is non-party, known CW stocks



South Korea

United States

1,044 metric tons

24.7 metric tons (26.3)

605 metric tons

27,771 metric tons

Sulfur Mustard

Sulfur Mustard

Unknown

Sulfur Mustard

Variety

Destroyed 2009

Destroyed 2013

Destroyed 2008

Declared stock destroyed

Projected 2023




MD

1-state actors

ates to adopt and

by limiting sL

* Success is difficult to assess enforce laws to prevent proliferation
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IS THE NORM
AGAINST
CHEMICAL
WEAPONS
ERODING?

® Lack of accountability

® Syria, Russia, North Korea

® Blocked action against Syria at the UN

Security Council

® Diminishing severity of response by the

international community

® Lack of precedent for challenge inspections

by the OPCW.



* No evidence to date of new state interest in chemical weapons
* Bolster OPCW attribution and inspections mechanism
Accountability for perpetrators

Pandemic example of disruption
* Ease of acquisition of materials and knowledge
* Scalability

Territory access denial versus precise targeting
Uniquely terrorizing



