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Colonel John Neal serves as the Understand Russia Division Chief at the U.S. European 
Command’s Russia Strategic Initiative (RSI).  He is responsible for supervising RSI’s research 
and intelligence efforts in order to inform the Command’s understanding of the Russian way of 
war.  Colonel Neal is a U.S. Army Field Artillery Officer who has served in multiple command 
and staff positions in Europe, Asia, and Africa.  This includes two tours as the European 
Command’s Russia Crisis Action Planning/Future Operations Branch Chief (J35).  His most 
recent assignment was as the senior advisor to the military commander of the United Nations’ 
Mission in Mali (MINUSMA).  Colonel Neal is also a former GCMC Army War College Fellow. 
 
 


