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THE WARSAW TREATY ORGANIZATION
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THE COLLAPSE OF THE SOVIET
UNION
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[ National Capital (10,110,000 In 2002) | RUSSIAN FEDERATION
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PROBLEMS OF THE 1990s

Military Dismemberment

Economic Collapse

The “Health of the
Nation” at Risk

ULIGARCHS

3 DAVID E. HOFFMAN
® ,

>

in Russia, 1990 2014

A Country in Need of Aid Deaths from Certain External Causes

PERCEPTION: RUSSIA IS
A WEAK STATE




CHANGING COURSE




RUSSIAN POWER UNDER VLADIMIR
PUTIN

 Putin’s Perspective
— Correct the disaster of 1991
— Russia is a “Civilization”
— Russia is an “essential” power
* Defining Spheres of Influence
— Eurasia — neighboring states
— Europe — strategically important

— Beyond - situational (what is
the purpose? Advantage?)

* Tools of Foreign Policy
— Information operations
— The “image of stability”
— Increasing use of the military
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NATO AT THE RUSSIAN BORDER
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RUSSIAN ARMS SALES

.
RI.ISSIaI'I Arms Deals World's leading weapons exporters In 2016, Azerbaijan COUNTRY  $VALUE
Between 2016 and 2017, Russia PG A e [ | Ageria 2348
11 Other countries 31.8% 33% United BTR-82A infantry R 286
exported over $13 billion worth States | fighting vehicles e p———— A
of heavy military equipment. S e 3N
; 1> B Azerbaijan 138
These were the buyers. { Export value of heav -
: P Y / ——{] Bangladesh 242
France 6% i military equipment in s S e 8
E 2016 and 2017 Y s W
China 6.2% 23% Russia - % L & erazil 5
L W] Gameroon 11
A:ll;r;ll:’esuin millions Aircraft: 7,558 »— “—{ |ndia ordered 140 ) / ; China 1,499
of US. dollars ‘ !
Su-30MK fighter jets ; S [ Eovnt 288
A deal worth between | 2 P o L
sy Air-defense: 662 ( $3-5.4 billion. ) = [ India 4,075
rmor
ve:i(zl;; ﬁ: Gy Iran 402
Artillery: 34 $13 085 b“ T — — ] Ifaq 300
Engines: 857 . Ion = B Kazakhstan 361
b Bl «yrgystan 2
B Naval weapons: 70 7 10 mali B
;;;;S Other: 144 — Burma 5
Sensors: 266 In 2017, Vietnam Data doesn't include o Nicaragua 86
Ships: 867 (®° purchased 64 Russian unguided munitions, 1 Nigeria 24
e T-905 tanks. small arms, and other Pakistan 139
T equipment Il ren 20
| {1 Qatar 4
e P Serbia ”
Most;w has also B8 southSudan 4
provided equipment E= Sudan 75
to the Syrlan regime _
in recent years &= Syria a
o Tajikistan 8
Bl Turkmenistan 36
RodioFreeku §
? Moub.ﬂyw C. Coelho | Source: SIPRI Arms Transfers Database | All values in millions of U.S. dollars ol Vietnam l'l"
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SHAPING THE MEDIA SPACE




INFLUENCING EXTREMISTS AND
SOWING DISCORD

BIG GOVERNMENT  BIG JOURNALISM  BIG HOLLYWOOD NATIONAL SECURITY TECH VIDEO SPORTS
BREITBART LONDON | BREITBART JERUSALEM ' BREITBART TEXAS | BREITBART CALIFORNIA

THE BREITBART STORE " SHOPNON> [+

WASHINGTON POST TO ,\”c.mlﬁlﬁ,%?
SHEAR TRUMP g N

LOL: REPORTERS NEGATE _
OVERSOLDHEADLINEN
TTH PARAGRAPH " ROBGES




SUMMARY: RUSSIA’S FOREIGN POLICY
AND WORLDVIEW

» Self-Perception: Russia is a Great Power

* Centralized Decision-making
— Small group of key leaders involved
— Public opinion does matter (within limits!)

e Resource Limitations are Known

e “Gerasimov Doctrine”

— Constant state of conflict (no “peace or war”)
— Use all means available

* Willing to Take Risks: Actions Abroad Have
Consequences at Home




WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR THE
UNITED STATES?

Cooperation or Competition?

— European security

— Engaging China

Ignoring Russia

— No real economic ties

— A “regional power” that is weak
Periods of “Reset” with Russia
Trump’s Admiration of Putin

Biden Breaks the Cycle of U.S. Leadership
on Russia? [No Reset?]



« Security Cooperation

« An Alliance, Strategic

CASE STUDY 1: RUSSIA AND IRAN

Bilateral Tensions

— Arms sales
— Intelligence sharing

Shared Concerns

— Transnational threats
— The U.S. as arival

Partnership, or Marriage (8
of Convenience? oy
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THE JCPOA AND A “NUCLEAR IRAN”

« Russia’s Official Position on Iranian Nuclear
Energy

— Assistance with the Bushehr nuclear facility
— Opposed to Iranian possession of nuclear weapons

 Perceived Value of the JCPOA

— The United Nations
_ U.S. withdrawal in 2018 | !
— Enhance Russia’s role? ‘




CASE STUDY 2: RUSSIA AND SYRIA

Support for Assad

— “Helping a friend”

— Russia as a regional actor
Low-cost/High-return

— Combat experience

— Refining roles of
mercenaries

— Arms sales

Limiting the U.S. in the
Middle East

This Is Part of a Broader
Russian Security Policy 22




MILITARY SITUATION IN SYRIA: SEPTEMBER 2015
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CASE STUDY 3: RUSSIA AND
AFGHANISTAN

 Formal Ties
— Had tacit support for Ghani
— Support for the Taliban
— Russia as a “convener”

« The Withdrawal of NATO

— Perceptions before August 2021 ,

— Collapse of the Ghani
government

— The U.S./NATO departure

* Redefining Russia’s War of
1979-1989



CONNECTING OR BLOCKING OFF
AFGHANISTAN?
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WHAT ABOUT RUSSIA AND CHINA



THE SHANGHAI COOPERATION
ORGANIZATION (SCO)

B Member states

- China W Tajikistan
4
- Kazakhstan KSN== Uzbekistan
re—
el
- Kyrgyzstan . India
Russia 3 Pakistan
e

? Iran

B Observer states

- Afghanistan - Mongolia
- Belarus

M Dialogue partners M Guest attendances

[
B Armenia & Nepal s EOYPL - ASEAN 2 °dl CIS
B Azerbaijan ) SriLanka - Saudi Arabia B Turkmenistan 8 UN

u Cambodia Turkey



CHALLENGE OF 2022: DEFENDING
THE RUSSIAN HOMELAND

Primary Security Focus Remains Russia
Important to Understand Who is the ENEMY

Expansion of What is Considered “Russia”
— The Arctic region
— Russians abroad

Activities Within the Eurasian Region

— South Caucasus
— Central Asia
— Ukraine




RUSSIA'S MILITARIZATION OF THE ARCTIC
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Military base
with 3,000 radio 2%
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Airbase
NORWAY
- I Pechenga % Sredny Ostrov
| i 200th Army brigade. .-~ ./ Airbase
" Severomorsk
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SOURCES: The Heritage Foundation, TASS, Sputnik News, RT, USNI News, The Moscow Times,
Associated Air Charter, Barents Observer, Council on Foreign Relations, The Economist.

Provideniya
Potential dual use militaryand - - --- - - --

civilian “rescue center” site. \.

Zvyozdny
Airbase
Mys Shmidta /.

Potential airbase.

Temp
Airbase Pevek

military and civilian

l Potential dual use
“rescue center” site.

Anadyr-Ugolny
Air drone base and
air reconnaissance
for Russian navy in

eastern waters.

©—— Tiksi
Airbase scheduled
for modemnization.

RUSSIA @ Russian Arctic bases

@ Non-Russian bases

Oil and gas fields
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NAGORNO-KARABAKH (2020)

 Armenia and Azerbaijan
— National self-determination

— Territorial integrity

— First war in the 1990s
* Impact of the 2020 War

— Azerbaijan
— Armenia

— The role of Russia
— The role of the CSTO

GEORGIA

ARMENIA
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mmmmmmmmm

<mxXxuxnc-H

RUSSIA

¢
|
{

CASPIAN

Ry AZERBAIJAN -

NAGORNO-KARABAKH CONFLICT

by Armenian military forces




2020 Nagorno Karabakh War Result
September 27-November 10, 2020
By: Christopher J Khachadour

Russia
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thsnla(ed Armenians by province: 38,000 from 7 towns and 114 villages

-Hadrut Province (including Varanda and Mel
--13,600 displaced from 1 town and 28 vill
-Kashatagh Province (including or, Ka
--9,300 displaced from 4 towns and 48 vilages

Meghri I
Territory under the control of Russian peacekeepers (11/10/2020) ra n e
Territory under the control of the Armenian Forces (11/10/2020)

@ Territory under the control of Azerbaijani Froces (9/27/2020)

Territory taken by Azerbaijani Forces (9/27-2020-11/10/2020)

@  Territory to be handed over to Azerbaijani Forces (11/20/2020-12/1/2020)

Line of Contact between Armenian Forces & Azerbaijani Forces (9/27/2020)

Major Armenian cultural heritage sites under Azerbaijani control = Russian Peace-Keeping Bases (23 of them)

-Shushi Province
—-4,800 displaced from 1 town and 1 village
-Shahumyan Province (including Karvachar)
--3,100 displaced from 1 town and 15 villages
-Askeran Province (including Akna)
--2,600 displaced from 8 villages
-Martuni Province
--2,600 displaced from 6 villages
-Martakert Province
—-2,000 displaced from 8 villages




KAZAKHSTAN (JANUARY 2022)

 Sequence of Events
— Domestic unrest
— Leadership conflict
— External actors

 Russian Response

— Honor request of
President Tokayev

— The role of the CSTO




UKRAINE (2014-PRESENT)

 Ukraine is a Nation —
Apart from Russia

« Can It Join the EU and
NATO?

e Russian Incursions Into

Ukraine

— Crimean Takeover

— The Donbas Conflict
— The Military Build-Up
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TERRITORIAL DISPUTES

BELARUS

POLAND RUSSIA
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GAS ROUTES AND GEOPOLITICS
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RUSSIA’S INVASION OF UKRAINE

 Justification for the “Special Military
Operations”

 What Are Russia’s Objectives?
 The U.S. Reactions

— Condemnation

— UN resolutions

— Sanctions

— Military support for Ukraine?



STATUS OF THE WAR TODAY

2022 Russian invasion
of Ukraine
24 February 2022 - present

. & Ukraine
Ukrainian territories occupied by Russia
and pro-Russian separatists

Current frontlines
Frontlines at the start of the invasion

Russian and separatist advances

Air and ground bombardments

‘ Ukrainian advances
n
|

Contested cities

Date captured

200 240 280 km




“STRATEGIC POWER COMPETITION:”
COMMON NARRATIVES

Russia and China Oppose U.S. Goals
Russia and China Oppose U.S. Presence
Russia and China Always Cooperate

We Are Looking at a “New Great Game”
What Is the Reality?

39
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STRATEGIC POWER COMPETITION:
REALITY

 Russia, China, and the United States

— Areas of cooperation and competition

— Focus on their own vital national interests
* Interaction among the Three Powers

— Interests and capacity vary

— Be mindful of wishful thinking
 Regional Actors and Agency

— Regions are distinct priorities for outside powers
— Understand local interests and capacity




CONCLUSION

* Does Russia Remain an Important Country?
— As a regional actor
— As a global actor
— Russia’s “identity” in the future?

 What Challenges May Affect Russia’s
Standing as a “Great Power?”

« What Factors Could Influence Russia’s
Ability to Project Power?

41



Thank you!

For additional information:

Dr. Roger Kangas
Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies
Tel.: (202) 685-3999
Email: kangasr@ndu.edu




