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Seminar Readings

1. Session 1: World Power Competition and Turmoil in Central Command’s

      Area-of-Responsibility

a. Richard Russell, “Commentary on the Biden Administration’s Interim National Security Strategic Guidance,” NESA Center for Strategic Studies, 17 March 2021.

b. Richard Haass, “The Age of America First: Washington’s Flawed New Foreign Policy Consensus,” Foreign Affairs, November/December 2021.

2. Session 2: World Power Competition in U.S. Foreign Policy and Diplomacy

a. Ivo Daalder and James Lindsay, The Empty Throne: America’s Abdication of Global Leadership (Public Affairs, 2018). 

3. Session 3:  World Power Competition Challenges for U.S. Defense Policy

a. Dov Zakheim, “The Challenges Facing National Defense Strategy,” The Hill, 8 October 2021.

b. Dov Zakheim, “Here’s the Evidence the Senate Confirmation Process is Broken,” The Hill, 23 July 2021.

4. Session 4:  Iran and Middle East Security

a. Michael Singh, “Deterring Tehran: An Iran Policy for the New Administration,” Policy Analysis, Washington Institute for Near East Policy, 7 March 2021.
5. Session 5: Security Dynamics in Asia

a. Abraham Denmark, “Nuclear Confidence and Strategic Uncertainty: Ally and Partner Reactions to China’s Nuclear Modernization,” Testimony before U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission, 10 June 2021.
6. Session 6: NATO and European Security Strains

a. James Goldgeier, “U.S.-Russian Relations Will Only Get Worse,” Foreign Affairs, 6 April 2021.

7. Session 7: Reflections on the U.S. Withdrawal from Afghanistan

a. David Barno and Nora Bensahel, “When America’s All-Volunteer Force Loses a War,” War on the Rocks, 21 September 2021. 

b. David Barno and Nora Bensahel, Adaptation Under Fire: How Militaries Change in Wartime (Oxford University Press, 2020). 

8. Session 8:  Smithsonian Museums and National Mall

a. Smithsonian Institution, National Museum of American History: https://www.si.edu/museums/american-history-museum 

b. Smithsonian Institution Museums: https://www.si.edu/museums 

c. U.S. Park Service, National Mall Maps: https://www.nps.gov/nama/planyourvisit/maps.htm 

9. Session 9: Great Power Competition

a. Elbridge Colby, The Strategy of Denial: American Defense in an Age of Great Power Conflict (Yale University Press, 2021). 

10. Session 10: Terrorism’s Persistence Despite Great Power Competition 

a. Daniel Byman, “The Good Enough Doctrine: Learning to Live with Terrorism,” Foreign Affairs, September/October 2021. 

b. Daniel Byman, Road Warriors: Foreign Fighters in the Armies of Jihad (Oxford University Press, 2019).

11. Session 11: Russian-Chinese-American Competition in the Region

a. James Goldgeier, “20 Years After 9/11, the US Is Again in a Great Power Competition,” Washington Post, 10 September 2021.

12. Session 12: Middle East and U.S. Security Challenges
a. Steven Cook, False Dawn: Protest, Democracy, and Violence in the New Middle East (Oxford University Press, 2019). 

b. Steven Cook, “Iraq Is the Middle East’s New Power Broker,” Foreign Policy, 11 August 2021.

13. Session 13: World Power Competition and Middle East Turmoil Recap & Commencement

a. Eliot Cohen, “The Rot of Democracies,” The Atlantic, 6 October 2021.
