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THE WARSAW TREATY ORGANIZATION
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THE COLLAPSE OF THE SOVIET 

UNION





PROBLEMS OF THE 1990s

• Military Dismemberment

• Economic Collapse

• Oligarchs and Corruption

• The “Health of the 

Nation” at Risk

• A Country in Need of Aid
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NATO AT THE RUSSIAN BORDER



RUSSIA UNDER VLADIMIR PUTIN

• Putin’s Perspective

– Correct the disaster of 1991

– Russia as an “essential” power

• Defining Spheres of Influence

– Eurasia – neighboring states

– Europe – strategically important

– Beyond – situational (what is 

the purpose? Advantage?)

• Tools of Foreign Policy

– Oil, gas, and arms sales

– Information operations

– The “image of stability”
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RUSSIAN ARMS SALES
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MERCENARIES



SHAPING THE MEDIA SPACE



IS RUSSIA A GREAT POWER?



AREAS OF COMPETITION: THE 

CENTCOM AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY

• Does Russia Believe in “Strategic Power 

Competition?” In the CENTCOM Region?

• What Is the “End State” of this Competition?

• Regions to Consider:

– The Levant

– Central and South Asia

– The Arabian Gulf



I.  RUSSIAN INTERESTS IN THE LEVANT



RUSSIA AND SYRIA

• Support for Assad

– “Helping a friend”

– Russia as a regional actor

• Low-cost/High-return

– Combat experience

– Refining roles of 

mercenaries

– Arms sales

• Limiting the U.S. in the 

Middle East

• This Is Part of a Broader 

Russian Security Policy 16



SYRIA 2021
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“STRATEGIC POWER COMPETITION” 

OVER SYRIA

• Russia and China Question U.S. Goals

• Russia and China Oppose U.S. Presence

• A Divergence in Russian and Chinese 

Approaches

– Russia sees a clear “competition” with the U.S.

– China is not competing at this time



II.  RUSSIAN INTERESTS IN CENTRAL 

AND SOUTH ASIA



RUSSIA AND CENTRAL ASIA

• Shared History
– Colonial legacy?

– Significance

• Formal Ties
– Bilateral relations

– CIS

– CSTO

– EAEU

– SCO

• The Threat of NATO/U.S.

– Presence in Afghanistan

– Encircling Russia
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RUSSIA AND AFGHANISTAN

• Formal Ties
– Had tacit support for Ghani

– Support for the Taliban

– Russia as a “convener”

• The Withdrawal of NATO

– Perceptions before August 2021

– Collapse of the Ghani 

government and the U.S. and 

NATO departure from Kabul

• Redefining Russia’s War of 

1979-1989 21
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CONNECTING OR BLOCKING OFF 

AFGHANISTAN?



“STRATEGIC POWER COMPETITION” 

OVER AFGHANISTAN

• Russia and China DO NOT Oppose U.S. Goals

• Russia and China DO Oppose U.S. Presence

• This is not a “New Great Game,” But Cooperation 

Is Questionable
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III.  RUSSIAN INTERESTS IN THE 

ARABIAN GULF



RUSSIA AND IRAN

• Bilateral Tensions

• Security Cooperation

– Arms sales

– Intelligence sharing

• Shared Concerns

– Transnational threats

– The U.S. as a rival

• Is This a Strategic 

Partnership?
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“STRATEGIC POWER COMPETITION” 

OVER IRAN

• Russia and China Oppose U.S. Goals

• Russia and China Oppose U.S. Presence

• Russian and Chinese Views Align (but are not 

identical)

– Russia understands its limitations with Iran

– China does not know Iran well and will make mistakes



RUSSIA AND CHINA AT ODDS?



THE SHANGHAI COOPERATION 

ORGANIZATION (SCO)
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THOUGHTS ON STRATEGIC POWER 

COMPETITION IN THE CENTCOM AOR

• Russia, China, and the United States

– Areas of cooperation

– Areas of competition?

• Interaction among the Three Powers

– Interests and capacity

– Be mindful of wishful thinking

• Regional Actors and Agency

– Three major sub-regions are distinct

– Understand local interests and capacity



QUESTIONS?

For additional information:

Dr. Roger Kangas

Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies

Tel.: (202) 685-3999

Email: kangasr@ndu.edu
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