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Massive Growth of China’s Maritime 
Forces Since 2000 (ONI)
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China’s Armed Forces

People’s Liberation Army People’s Armed Police People’s Armed Forces Militia
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China’s Maritime Militia
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• Significant mobilization potential – world’s largest fishing fleet – approx. 187,211 
marine fishing vessels at the end of 2015.
• Stronger policy emphasis on Maritime Militia in nationwide reserves building, as contained 

within the 13th Five Year Plan.
- Evident growth in Maritime Militia forces

December 2015: Zhejiang Province mobilized over 1,000 fishing vessels for exercises in 2015.



Zhejiang Province
Known Maritime Militia Units

April 2017

Legend:
Hangzhou

Zhoushan Municipality
Ningbo Municipality
Taizhou Municipality

Wenzhou Municipality

Taizhou City
MM Emergency Response Support Battalion
MM Deception Fendui

Yuhuan County
MM Support Battalion:

• Repair Fendui
• Rescue Fendui
• Recon Fendui
• Transport Fendui
• Resupply Fendui

Naval Militia Resupply Fendui
MM Emergency Response Company

Sanmen County
MM Emergency Response Company

Wenling City
MM Transport Fendui

Linhai City
MM Emergency Response Company

Wenzhou City
MM Emergency Response Support Battalion:

• MM Recon Fendui
• 8 other Fendui

Naval Militia Obstacle Clearance Fendui
Naval Militia Recon Fendui
Naval Militia Resupply Fendui
Naval Militia Mine Sweeping Fendui

Dongtou District
MM Fendui
MM Transport Fendui

Pingyang County
MM Logistics Support Fendui

Medical Rescue Fendui

Cangnang County
MM Fendui

Rui’an City
MM Medical Rescue Fendui
Naval Militia Fendui

Yueqing City
MM Rescue Fendui
MM Recon Fendui
MM Emergency Response Platoon

Beilun District
MM Surveillance Vessel Squadron

Yinzhou District
MM Medical Rescue Fendui

Fenghua District
MM Patrol Fendui
MM Transport Fendui
MM Rescue Fendui
MM Fendui
MM Fendui
MM Emergency Response 1st Company
MM Emergency Response 2nd Company

Ninghai County
Militia Special (EW) Warfare Fendui
MM Fendui

Dinghai District
MM Fendui

Putuo District
MM Recon Fendui
MM Recon Fendui
MM Recon Fendui
MM Recon Fendui
MM Recon Fendui

Daishan County
MM Company

Shengsi County
MM Fendui MM Maritime Rights Protection 1st Platoon

MM Maritime Rights Protection 2nd Platoon
MM Rescue 1st Platoon
MM Rescue 2nd Platoon

Xiangshan County
MM Recon Fendui (182 fishing vessels)
MM Emergency Response 1st Company
MM Emergency Response 2nd Company
PLAN Reserve Mine Sweeper Dadui (16 fishing vessels)
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Hangzhou City
MM Recon Fendui





A New Model of Professionalization

Purpose-Built Vessels

Hainan Government Document #532238: Hainan Province is building “84 militia steel-
hulled fishing vessels” for the newly-created Sansha City state-owned fishing company

Entire fleet delivered and actively operating in the South China Sea

A Professionalized Force

Veterans’ preferences & salaried positions
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Political Department of 
the PLA Hainan Province 

Sansha Garrison:
“三沙海上⺠兵之歌”

[The Song of the Sansha
Maritime Militia]



• Be proud, we are the Sansha Maritime Militia
• Fighting against the winds and clouds to achieve 

our dreams
• The Maritime Militia’s fighting spirit is soaring
• Not fearing hardship, carrying out the mission
• Building Sansha to create glory
• The Maritime Militia is the guardian of the ocean 

frontier
• Serve the Country and be loyal to the Party
• The Maritime Militia is the guardian of the ocean 

frontier
• Serve the Country and be loyal to the Party
• In peacetime, be the vanguard of rights 

protection
• In times of emergency, join the battle and win 

the war
• Be proud, we are the Sansha Maritime Militia
• Advance forward, we are the Sansha Maritime 

Militia

• Fighting the waves, welcoming the rise of the 
morning sun

• The Maritime Militia spreads its illustrious name
• Diligently cultivating the ancestral sea for 

generations
• Molding loyalty to the blue sea on the ocean frontier
• Fighting against the winds and clouds to achieve our 

dreams
• The Maritime Militia’s fighting spirit is soaring
• Not fearing hardship, carrying out the mission
• Building Sansha to create glory
• The Maritime Militia is the guardian of the ocean 

frontier
• Serve the Country and be loyal to the Party
• The Maritime Militia is the guardian of the ocean 

frontier
• Serve the Country and be loyal to the Party
• In peacetime, be the vanguard of rights protection
• In times of emergency, join the battle and win the 

war



Sansha Maritime Militia Fleet Ensures Presence

(Top): Sansha Maritime Militia monitor 
activities at Scarborough Shoal.

(Bottom): Sansha Maritime Militia vessels 
present at Scarborough Shoal, Fiery Cross Reef, 

Mischief Reef, and Subi Reef.
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Rotating Forward Deployments



Exposed! Here are
China’s Maritime Militia Ships

at Whitsun Reef
By Andrew S. Erickson and Ryan D. Martinson

Erickson is a Professor of Strategy in the Naval War College’s China Maritime Studies 
Institute and a visiting scholar at Harvard’s John King Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies.
Martinson is a researcher in the China Maritime Studies Institute at the Naval War College.

29 March 2021
The views expressed here are those of the authors alone.

The are based solely on analysis of publicly-available open sources.
They do not represent the policies or estimates of the U.S. Navy, the U.S. government, or 

any other organization with which they are associated.



Geography

• Jiangmen (江门市) is a City in Guangdong (pop. 
4.5 million)

• Taishan City (台山市, pop. 941,000) is 
administered by Jiangmen

Taishan

Shadi Bay

By Andrew S. Erickson and Ryan D. Martinson



The “Fancheng Nine” Trawlers

Yuetaiyu 18999

# Name MMSI # Length (m) Power (kW)

1 Yuetaiyu 18000 412472778 62.8 1,224

2 Yuetaiyu 18111 412472779 62.8 1,224

3 Yuetaiyu 18222 412472781 62.8 1,224

4 Yuetaiyu 18333 412472782 62.8 1,224

5 Yuetaiyu 18555 412472783 62.8 1,224

6 Yuetaiyu 18666 412472884 62.8 1,224

7 Yuetaiyu 18777 412472885 62.8 1,224

8 Yuetaiyu 18888 412472883 62.8 1,224

9 Yuetaiyu 18999 412472882 62.8 1,224

For image of Yuetaiyu 18999, see 
http://www.gshi.cn/news_view.asp?id=338

By Andrew S. Erickson and Ryan D. Martinson

http://www.gshi.cn/news_view.asp?id=338


March 15, 2017: Fancheng Fisheries and 
Guangxin Shipbuilding sign contract for 
nine “backbone” Spratly boats 

Yuetaiyu 18000 undergoes sea trials (October 2017)

The “Fancheng Nine” Trawlers

Sources: 
http://www.gshi.cn/news_view.asp?id=276
http://www.gshi.cn/news_view.asp?id=323

By Andrew S. Erickson and Ryan D. Martinson

http://www.gshi.cn/news_view.asp?id=276
http://www.gshi.cn/news_view.asp?id=323


Delivery Ceremony for the “Fancheng Nine” 
(December 5, 2017)

• Present at the delivery ceremony for the 
nine trawlers:

• 1. Wan Liang’an, Deputy Commander of 
the Jiangmen Military Subdistrict (江门军
分区副司令员万良安)

• 2. Zhang Yuanfa, Director of the 
Readness Construction Bureau, Jiangmen 
Military Subdistrict (江门军分区战备建
设处处长张远发)

• Also present, General Manager of 
Fancheng Fisheries, Huang Jiang (黄江)

Wan Liang’an

Source: http://www.gshi.cn/news_view.asp?id=344

Delivery ceremony for nine trawlers (December 5, 2017)

Huang Jiang

By Andrew S. Erickson and Ryan D. Martinson

http://www.gshi.cn/news_view.asp?id=344


Director of the Jiangmen City Bureau of Veterans Affairs, Li Guangyi, visits the Far Seas Militia Squadron at Shadi Bay 
(April 2019) 

Li Guangyi’s delegation tours the pilothouse of one of the militia vessels

Source: http://www.cnts.gov.cn/zfgzbm/styjrswj/zwgk/zfxxgkml/gzdt/content/post_1553292.html

By Andrew S. Erickson and Ryan D. Martinson

http://www.cnts.gov.cn/zfgzbm/styjrswj/zwgk/zfxxgkml/gzdt/content/post_1553292.html


AIS Tracks of the “Fancheng Nine” in the South China Sea
(March 28, 2020 – March 27, 2021)

Whitsun Reef

Source: 
www.marinetraffic.com

Shows the AIS 
transmission of seven 
squadron vessels from 
March 28, 2020 –
March 27, 2021.

By Andrew S. Erickson and Ryan D. Martinson

http://www.marinetraffic.com/


AIS Tracks of the “Fancheng Nine” in the Spratlys
(March 28, 2020 – March 27, 2021)

Whitsun Reef

Subi Reef

Union Banks
Mischief Reef

Source: www.marinetraffic.com

Shows the AIS 
transmission of seven 
squadron vessels from 
March 28, 2020 –
March 27, 2021.

By Andrew S. Erickson and Ryan D. Martinson

http://www.marinetraffic.com/


AIS Tracks of the “Fancheng Nine” at Union Banks
(March 28, 2020 – March 27, 2021)

Whitsun Reef

Subi Reef

Union Banks
Mischief Reef

Whitsun Reef

Source: 
www.marinetraffic.com

Shows the AIS 
transmission of seven 
squadron vessels from 
March 28, 2020 –
March 27, 2021.

By Andrew S. Erickson and Ryan D. Martinson

http://www.marinetraffic.com/


AIS Tracks of Seven of Fancheng Fisheries vessels 
(March 1 – 27, 2021)

Whitsun Reef

Vessels tracked:
1. Yuetaiyu 18111
2. Yuetaiyu 18222
3. Yuetaiyu 18333
4. Yuetaiyu 18555
5. Yuetaiyu 18666
6. Yuetaiyu 18888
7. Yuetaiyu 18999

UNION BANKS

Source: www.marinetraffic.com

Shows the AIS 
transmission of 
seven company 
vessels from 
March 1 – 27, 
2021.

By Andrew S. Erickson and Ryan D. Martinson

http://www.marinetraffic.com/










Questions?
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https://www.andrewerickson.com/2021/05/the-
china-maritime-militia-bookshelf-latest-
developments-statements-numbers-analysis-
wikipedia-entry-music-video/


