
NESA

1

“The Military and Great Power Competition”

Near East South Asia Center
Senior Executive Seminar

15-19 November 2021

David W. Lamm
Deputy Director

Near East South Asia Center
National Defense University

lammd@ndu.edu
202-685-2490

All views expressed are those of the author

mailto:lammd@ndu.edu


NESA

• US National Security Policy and Domestic Imperatives  

• Russia: From Evil Empire to Regional Strategic Spoiler

• China: From Regional Land Power to Global Power 
Aspirant 

• The Battleground – Contested Space  

• Discussion
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US National Security Strategy

National Security Priorities:

Protect the security of the American people

Expand economic prosperity and opportunity

Committed to realizing and defending the 
democratic values and the American way of 
life

Reinvigorate and modernize our alliances 
and partnerships around the world

From a Transactional Westphalian (Nationalist) to a Values Based (Globalist) Security Policy
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US National Security Strategy

Principles of the Biden Foreign Policy:

•Renew Democracy at Home

•A Foreign Policy for the Middle Class to 
succeed in the global economy

•Back at the Head of the Table in terms of 
working with allies and partners to mobilize 
collective action on global threats via a 
balanced & coherent approach with 
diplomacy in the lead

•Prepared to Lead 
The Primacy of Domestic Politics
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US National Security Policy and Domestic Imperatives

The Strategy addresses key challenges and 
trends that affect our standing in the world, 
including: 

• Revisionist powers, such as China and 
Russia, that use technology, propaganda, 
and coercion to shape a world 
antithetical to our interests and values; 

• Regional dictators that spread terror, 
threaten their neighbors, and pursue 
weapons of mass destruction; 

• Jihadist terrorists that foment hatred to 
incite violence against innocents in the 
name of a wicked ideology, and 
transnational criminal organizations that 
spill drugs and violence into our 
communities. 

(NDS, 2018)
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US National Security Policy and Domestic Imperatives

DIVIDED Domestic Imperatives:

• $6T “+” for medical “mission creep” and 
Congressional response  (1918) 

• Economics / Environment and Security –
DIME (1929)

• Perceived Racism / Equity (1968)

• The “means” of strategy - $

• Defense Spending $670B to $712B in 
2020

• Sustainable?

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjtmP2X1oPfAhXmYN8KHahoDAwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.work4youlaw.com%2Fworker-accidents%2Fironworker-steelworker%2F&psig=AOvVaw3SJg4iScQ-cCwr6Ik6O2Ra&ust=1543926887636833
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiKp-GG5oPfAhXoYN8KHT27BfAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FNew-American-Revolution-Populist-Movement%2Fdp%2F1501179683&psig=AOvVaw1ZPU7JC7d8dru5gfHAJ6zO&ust=1543931151007348
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US Military Strategy

Defend the Nation:

• Defeat COVID-19
• Prioritize China as the Pacing Challenge
• Address Advanced & Persistent Threats
• Innovate & Moderinze DoD
• Tackle the Climate Crisis

Take Care of Our People:

• Grow our Talent
• Build Resilience & Readiness
• Ensure Accountable Leadership 

Wolff - NESA

Internally Focused
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US Military Strategy

SUCCEED THROUGH 
TEAMWORK:

• Outreach towards Allies & 
Partners 

• Work in Partnership with Our 
Nation

• Build Unity Within the DoD 

Working:

• Integrated Deterrence Concept
• Global Force Posture Review
• China Task Force
• Climate Crisis Task Force
• Deputy’s Workforce Council
• Sexual Assault Independent 

Review Commission
• Countering Extremism Working 

Group
• Afghanistan Drawdown
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Russia: From Evil Empire to Regional Strategic Spoiler

(1947-1989)

(1964 – Cuban Missile Crisis 1962)
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Russia: From Evil Empire to Regional Strategic Spoiler

DIA Annually

(1979-81)

(1983)
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Russia: From Evil Empire to Regional Strategic Spoiler

(1981) (1981-89)
(1979-90)

(1978-2005)

(1979-89)

(1986) (June 12, 1987)
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Russia: From Evil Empire to Regional Strategic Spoiler

(1983, SDI “Star Wars”)

(Reykjavik Summit 1986)
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Russia: From Evil Empire to Regional Strategic Spoiler

(1999)

(2015) (Wagner Contractors, February 2018)

(2008)

(2014)
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Strategic “Spoiler”
Ukraine:  NATO problem is a US problem

Lack will 
Lack military capability
Deir al-Zour

Syria:  Russia, Turkey and Iran
- They deserve each other
- Reduction of Idlib 
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwib5Lml3oPfAhVvTd8KHa7uC0QQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rferl.org%2Fa%2Fukraine-live-blog-events-as-they-happen%2F29467569%2Flbl0lbi157479.html&psig=AOvVaw3wI9E36oFL1RuDC43RA3_V&ust=1543929056482612
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China: From Regional Land Power to Global Power Aspirant   

• Joins WTO 11 Dec 2001
➢ Transparency
➢ Intellectual Property

• Current GDP $14T (15.5% of WE)

• US Policy 2001-2016 (Economic 
freedom would produce political 
freedom and transparency inside 
China)

• Does China’s response to the 
Corona Virus change US policy

• South China Sea

• Hong Kong / Taiwan

• IO Campaign – Riots in US are 
“Beautiful”

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi6tOrW1YPfAhUJU98KHR7pBusQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.independent.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworld%2Famericas%2Fus-politics%2Fdonald-trump-xi-jingping-king-of-china-president-general-secretary-asia-tour-a8021576.html&psig=AOvVaw3p6cxnpgoakSbTkZcC0gCT&ust=1543926770083972
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China: Regional Land Power to Global Power Aspirant   

• Key challenge facing the US and 
democratic world

• China has a long-term whole of 
government strategy – global power

• US has no coherent national 
strategy for China

• US strategy goals:

• China continues to operate in a 
US led international order

• China does not expand 
geographically or export its 
political model
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China: From Regional Land Power to Global Power Aspirant

• Surpass the US technologically 
and economically (2040)

• Undermine the US dollar as 
the global reserve currency

• Achieve regional military 
dominance

• Diminish credibility of US 
power and influence

• Tighten ties with Russia

• Create a Sinocentric world 
order around the Belt and 
Road Initiative
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China

US Response – Indo-Pacific: 

• UK – US – Australia

• NK – Strategic Patience (again)

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiglfn0vLvXAhWTyIMKHYIuBusQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.outsidethebeltway.com%2Fjust-how-far-can-north-koreas-missiles-reach%2F&psig=AOvVaw0KHGBvmqAOGeouINooGG31&ust=1510659889804019
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjym9K-vbvXAhVs4IMKHTbEDOwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmaritimereview.ph%2F2016%2F03%2F01%2Fsouth-china-seawest-philippine-sea-dispute%2F&psig=AOvVaw24sNOjFy8Tun9pYzfC3I6N&ust=1510659987661360
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China: From Regional Land Power to Global Power Aspirant

• Pacific is the priority – China - a regional or world military power? 

- US national will?

Force Comparison

China           US
Ground Forces 1M 1M
Tanks 5,800 6,287
Carriers 1 11
Destroyers 33 68
Submarines 70 68
Fighters 1,500 2,362
ICBMs 90 652 (deployed)

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjPyqaCvrvXAhUH4YMKHeLvDxkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.straitstimes.com%2Fasia%2Feast-asia%2Fwhat-you-need-to-know-about-south-china-sea-disputes&psig=AOvVaw24sNOjFy8Tun9pYzfC3I6N&ust=1510659987661360
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China: From Regional Land Power to Global Power Aspirant

• Retain economic and 
technological superiority

• Protect the dollar

• Maintain overwhelming 
conventional deterrence 

• Prevent Chinese territorial 
expansion

• Continue alliances and 
partnerships

• Defend liberal international 
order and democratic values

• Address shared global threats

HOW?
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China: From Regional Land Power to Global Power Aspirant

US Responses?
• US autarky for strategic goods / 

fuel / food / medicines?

• Corona Virus reciprocity?

• End educational VISAS?

• Media and Entertainment 
Sanctions and /or Investment 
Disclosures?
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Can China become the next global power without firing a shot?
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Middle East

The US is not leaving the Middle East

Strategic
Failure
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• Diplomacy
• Active Foreign Ministry
• Presidency of Non-aligned Movement (NAM)
• Party to all nonproliferation conventions - nuclear (NPT) and 

chemical (CWC)  - US and JCPOA / Conventional Sanctions
• Iran seeks to expand participation in multilateral organizations
• Participates in multilateral negotiations (Syria)

A Security Partner of Choice Focused on Engagement, Education & 
Outreach

Instruments of Iran’s National Security Strategy

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.defense.gov/multimedia/web_graphics/dod/DODc.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.defense.gov/multimedia/web_graphics/&h=200&w=200&tbnid=C5cmUeE5Jwzq8M:&zoom=1&docid=C3YSxGoP_c2PcM&ei=hxSkVeG9BMKx-QH5_qCwCw&tbm=isch&ved=0CB0QMygAMABqFQoTCKGd6NHu2MYCFcJYPgodeT8Itg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjx492UhtfgAhUsuVkKHU3_AlYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Secretary_of_Defense&psig=AOvVaw0NUnYBnl6k0PawvNTk68Hn&ust=1551189707139570
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Iran’s Conventional Capabilities

MG Qasem Soleimani, d. 
3 Jan 2020
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjx492UhtfgAhUsuVkKHU3_AlYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Secretary_of_Defense&psig=AOvVaw0NUnYBnl6k0PawvNTk68Hn&ust=1551189707139570
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjU48DtuNrjAhVSMt8KHTdzAlsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjU48DtuNrjAhVSMt8KHTdzAlsQjRx6BAgBEAU%26url%3Dhttps://2106serial.wordpress.com/2009/06/16/irans-chain-of-command/%26psig%3DAOvVaw3yga0F0iItyRTWmGf2dyyT%26ust%3D1564499949843563&psig=AOvVaw3yga0F0iItyRTWmGf2dyyT&ust=1564499949843563
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Iran’s Conventional Capabilities

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.defense.gov/multimedia/web_graphics/dod/DODc.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.defense.gov/multimedia/web_graphics/&h=200&w=200&tbnid=C5cmUeE5Jwzq8M:&zoom=1&docid=C3YSxGoP_c2PcM&ei=hxSkVeG9BMKx-QH5_qCwCw&tbm=isch&ved=0CB0QMygAMABqFQoTCKGd6NHu2MYCFcJYPgodeT8Itg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjx492UhtfgAhUsuVkKHU3_AlYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Secretary_of_Defense&psig=AOvVaw0NUnYBnl6k0PawvNTk68Hn&ust=1551189707139570
https://www.debka.com/first-disclosure-irans-military-array-syria-5-commands-13-bases-75000-officers-men/
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A Security Partner of Choice Focused on Engagement, Education & 
Outreach

Building Coalition Partners
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ISIS Global Footprint*

ISIL’s 8 Branches & Affiliates:
• ISIL Libya 
• ISIL West Africa – Boko Haram
• ISIL Yemen
• ISIL Sinai
• ISIL Khorasam (Afghanistan – Pakistan)
• ISIL Saudi Arabia
• ISIL Algeria
• ISIL Caucasus 
• Affiliates -> Tunisia; Turkey; Sub-Sahara Africa; Sudan; Bangladesh; 

Indonesia; Malaysia; Philippines 
• Europe Linkages

Taken from: “Rolling Back the Islamic State”, 

Seth C. Jones & James Dobbins, May 2017
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US Military Funding

Policy is where you spend your money – real increase of 16% in social spending beginning 2022

2021

740

Comparative Funding:
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