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The Disputes





https://www.peacepalacelibrary.nl/south-china-sea-territorial-disputes-continued/



Reclamation 
&

Construction



2006 2018

2012 2018

Total amount of reclaimed land: 7.5 acres

Southwest Cay  (Vietnam) 

Sin Cowe Island (Vietnam)

Total amount of reclaimed land: 26 acres

Johnson Reef (China)

Subi Reef (China)

20182013

Total amount of reclaimed land: 27 acres

Total amount of reclaimed land: 976 acres

20182013



https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/5520855/china-military-bases-south-china-sea-aerial-photos/



Each flag 
represents 

10 acres

Land Reclamation Comparison…

Since late 2015, China’s focus has been on building military infrastructure

~3200 acres in 24 MONTHS
PRC

~215 acres in 40 YEARS
(Minimal Reclamation)TWN

VNM
MYS
PHL

https://media.defense.gov/2019/Jan/14/2002079292/-1/-1/1/EXPANDING-GLOBAL-ACCESS-REPORT-FINAL.PDF



The South China Sea Arbitral Award
July 12, 2016

http://www.maritimeissues.com/south-china-sea-arbitration-ruling/the-south-china-sea-arbitration-no-its-not-a-pca-ruling.html



Current Events



Aggravating Factor:
China’s Maritime Militia



Chinese fishing vessels massed off Philippine-occupied 
Thitu Island in January 2019, in an apparent effort to 
pressure Manila to discontinue long-planned repairs 
and updates to its facilities there.

http://www.andrewerickson.com/2019/05/the-china-maritime-militia-bookshelf-complete-with-latest-recommendations-fact-sheet-4/



https://www.peacepalacelibrary.nl/south-china-sea-territorial-disputes-continued/

https://thediplomat.com/2020/03/indonesias-natuna-
challenge/



https://www.peacepalacelibrary.nl/south-china-sea-territorial-disputes-continued/

https://amti.csis.org/chinese-survey-ship-escalates-three-way-standoff/



https://www.peacepalacelibrary.nl/south-china-sea-territorial-disputes-continued/



https://www.peacepalacelibrary.nl/south-china-sea-territorial-disputes-continued/



https://www.state.gov/u-s-position-on-maritime-claims-in-the-south-china-sea/

July 13, 2020
“Beijing’s claims to offshore resources across most of the South China Sea 
are completely unlawful, as is its campaign of bullying to control them.”

July 23, 2020
Explicitly rejects the PRC’s claim to “historic rights” in the SCS in 
accordance with the 2016 Arbitral Tribunal ruling.

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/australia-lays-down-law-south-china-sea-dispute

August 7, 2020
"Anyone who is trying to change the status quo by force needs to be 
forced to pay a high cost." 

https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1320377/south-china-sea-news-japan-warning-high-cost-taro-kono-Beijing-china

July 16, 2020
“We firmly stand for the freedom of navigation and overflight and 
unimpeded lawful commerce in these international waterways, in 
accordance with international law, notably UNCLOS."

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-has-abiding-interest-in-stability-of-disputed-region-of-south-china-sea-11594916648169.html


