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COUNTERING TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME (CTOC) 

ORGANIZED CRIME AROUND THE WORLD

How Criminal Elites in Ecuador Twist Legal Norms to Skirt Justice
Anastasia Austin – InSight Crime: 17 April 2024
The judiciary is struggling to stop well-connected criminals from turning safeguards meant to 
protect civil rights into loopholes for escaping justice.

https://insightcrime.org/news/ecuador-elites-skirt-justice/

For more on this theme:
How Ecuador went from tourist haven to a nation in the grip of gangs
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-68778773

Haiti: Gangs have ‘more firepower than the police’
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/04/1148231

Chinese Organized Crime’s Latest U.S. Target: Gift Cards
https://www.propublica.org/article/chinese-organized-crime-gift-cards-american-retail

Somalia’s EAC contribution depends on cutting organised crime
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/somalia-s-eac-contribution-depends-on-cutting-organised-crime

DRUG TRAFFICKING

Drug Trafficking Dynamics Across Iraq and the Middle East (2019–2023):  
Trends and Responses 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime: 9 April 2024
The 2023 World Drug Report notes that trafficking of amphetamine-type stimulants is  
a growing concern across the region. The market for captagon, an illicitly manufactured  
product mostly containing amphetamine, continues to grow.

https://iraq.un.org/en/265471-drug-trafficking-dynamics-across-iraq-and-middle-east-
2019%E2%80%932023-trends-and-responses

For more on this theme:
US says China is funding America’s fentanyl crisis
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/us-china-fentanyl-04172024003008.html

Flood of Cocaine Spreads Beyond Europe’s Cities, Wastewater Shows
https://insightcrime.org/news/cocaine-spreads-beyond-europes-cities-wastewater-shows/

Mexican drug gangs ‘increasingly targeting’ Australia as meth supplies overtake 
rivals, police say
https://www.cnn.com/2024/04/11/australia/australia-drugs-meth-mexican-cartels-intl-hnk/index.html

Behind India’s Manipur conflict: A tale of drugs, armed groups and politics
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2024/4/16/behind-indias-manipur-conflict-a-tale-of-drugs-armed-
groups-and-politics
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING

OSCE leaders and anti-trafficking experts underscore need to rethink prevention 
methods to address evolving trafficking tactics
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe: 16 April 2024
At the 24th Conference of the Alliance against Trafficking in Persons, OSCE leaders and 
anti-trafficking experts called on the 57 Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
participating states to move beyond awareness-raising campaigns, underscoring the urgent need 
to reevaluate prevention efforts.  

https://www.osce.org/secretariat/566800

For more on this theme:
In India, justice remains elusive for trafficking victims
https://www.fairplanet.org/story/in-india-justice-remains-elusive-for-trafficking-victims/

New passport requirement in Mexico aims to protect kids from human trafficking
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/mexico-passports-human-trafficking/3514409/

Invisible victims: How counter-trafficking efforts leave people with disability behind
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/invisible-victims-how-counter-trafficking-efforts-leave-
people-disability-behind

Exploitation Unveiled: Portugal’s Ongoing Battle Against Human Trafficking 
https://theowp.org/exploitation-unveiled-portugals-ongoing-battle-against-human-trafficking/

Kuwait tackles human trafficking, smuggling
https://kuwaittimes.com/article/13251/kuwait/other-news/kuwait-tackles-human-trafficking-smuggling/

TRAFFICKING IN SCARCE OR PROTECTED RESOURCES

EU is hub for illegal trade in protected wild species, report finds
Traffic: 16 April 2024
The European Union (EU) remains a significant market for trafficking as the smuggling of wild 
species and their products continues into, through and from EU members.

https://www.traffic.org/publications/reports/an-overview-of-seizures-of-cites-listed-wildlife-in-the-eu-
in-2022/

For more on this theme:
Gold mining reduced this Amazon rainforest to a moonscape. Now miners are 
restoring it
https://www.kvpr.org/npr-news/2024-04-02/gold-mining-reduced-this-amazon-rainforest-to-a-
moonscape-now-miners-are-restoring-it

China is responsible for systemic human rights abuses and illegal fishing across the 
Southwest Indian Ocean: new investigation
https://ejfoundation.org/news-media/china-is-responsible-for-systemic-human-rights-abuses-and-illegal-
fishing-across-the-southwest-indian-ocean-new-investigation

Five Ways Illegal Wildlife Trade Endangers Our Oceans
https://oceana.org/blog/five-ways-illegal-wildlife-trade-endangers-our-oceans/
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SPORTS CORRUPTION

FIFA plans to add slew of new committees years after cutting them in anti-corruption 
reforms
Graham Dunbar – Valdosta Daily Times: 17 April 2024
The world soccer body is set to create dozens of committees and expert panels, reversing a 
governance reform passed in 2016 when it was in turmoil during corruption scandals.

https://www.valdostadailytimes.com/ap/sports/fifa-plans-to-add-slew-of-new-committees-years-after-
cutting-them-in-anti-corruption/article_e998c117-75b8-51e5-821f-37b485c43b85.html

For more on this theme:
Brazilian umpire suspended until 2031 for corruption and betting violations
https://www.reuters.com/sports/tennis/brazilian-umpire-suspended-until-2031-corruption-betting-
violations-2024-04-15/

Probe into corruption at Spanish soccer federation expanded to include Rubiales’ 
successor
https://apnews.com/article/spanish-soccer-federation-corruption-rubiales-pedro-rocha-1e22da0c4f5ae6
a3bdf239f75003c7f0

IPACS tackles AI and good governance at two workshops during SportAccord 2024
https://olympics.com/en/news/ipacs-tackles-ai-and-good-governance-at-two-workshops-during-
sportaccord-2024?uxreference=seealso

CORRUPTION

Real estate tycoon’s death sentence is a turning point in Vietnam’s anti-corruption 
campaign
Aniruddha Ghosal – The Associated Press: 12 April 2024
The unusually harsh sentence is a pivotal moment in the decadelong “Blazing Furnace” 
campaign as the Vietnamese business community wrestles with an uncertain future.

https://apnews.com/article/vietnam-trial-death-sentence-anticorruption-campaign-943b7ab86e88905e
bc7334c13cf123ff

For more on this theme:
Will the EU act decisively and raise its anti-corruption standards?
https://www.transparency.org/en/news/will-the-eu-raise-anti-corruption-standards

Risks of illicit financial flows in Africa: Understanding vulnerabilities to corrupt 
money flows in nine countries
https://www.transparency.org/en/publications/risks-of-illicit-financial-flows-in-africa

Three Chinese Citizens Killed After Windstorm Pulled Them Out Of Closed Windows 
In New Housing Development. Is Public Corruption To Blame?
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/three-chinese-citizens-killed-windstorm-150013590.html

UK Government to tackle global financial corruption 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-to-tackle-global-financial-corruption
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY CRIME AND CURRENCY COUNTERFEITING

Saudi Arabia blocks 3,317 sites over intellectual property breaches, seizes over  
41 million items
Ramadan Al Sherbini – Gulf News: 4 April 2024
The government’s Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property blocked the websites and made the 
seizures in 2023 for violating intellectual property-rights rules in the kingdom.

https://gulfnews.com/world/gulf/saudi/saudi-arabia-blocks-3317-sites-over-intellectual-property-
breaches-seizes-over-41-million-items-1.102010357

For more on this theme:
3.5-Year Prison Sentence for Counterfeiting Maotai, the National Drink of China
https://natlawreview.com/article/35-year-prison-sentence-counterfeiting-maotai-national-drink-china

Insights into Bulgaria’s Banknote Circulation Trends Before Eurozone Entry
https://www.novinite.com/articles/225587/
Insights+into+Bulgaria%27s+Banknote+Circulation+Trends+Before+Eurozone+Entry

Laois Offaly gardai urge public to be mindful of counterfeit money
https://www.independent.ie/regionals/laois/news/laois-offaly-gardai-urge-public-to-be-mindful-of-
counterfeit-money/a631972207.html

CYBERCRIME (FRAUD, EXPLOITATION, ETC.)

UK police say they disrupted cyber fraud network that stole personal data from 
thousands
Tech Xplore: 18 April 2024
A website that allowed international cyber fraudsters to trick as many as 70,000 British victims 
into revealing bank account details and passwords has been infiltrated and disrupted, London 
police said.

https://techxplore.com/news/2024-04-uk-police-disrupted-cyber-fraud.html

For more on this theme:
Family member in distress or an AI voice clone? The rise of a disturbing new cyber 
crime scam
https://scroll.in/article/1066442/family-member-in-distress-or-an-ai-voice-clone-the-rise-of-a-
disturbing-new-cyber-crime-scam

Kiwis want more protection against bank fraud and cybercrime
https://www.thepost.co.nz/business/350241358/kiwis-want-more-protection-against-bank-fraud-and-
cybercrime
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PROGRAM ON CYBER SECURITY STUDIES (PCSS)

INTERNET GOVERNANCE AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE REGULATION

From Connectivity to Sustainability: The Role of Internet Governance in Realizing the SDGs
Pari Esfandiari – CircleID: 5 April 2024
The intersection of internet governance and sustainable development emerges as a focal point 
for global discourse. It is widely recognized that the internet, in its vast potential, holds the key 
to unlocking solutions for many challenges. 

https://circleid.com/posts/20240405-from-connectivity-to-sustainability-the-role-of-internet-
governance-in-realizing-the-sdgs

For more on this theme:
(China, U.S.) Laying the groundwork for US-China AI dialogue
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/laying-the-groundwork-for-us-china-ai-dialogue/

(Global) China and African nations urged to work with UN to set up AI governing 
institution
https://northafricapost.com/76467-china-and-african-nations-urged-to-work-with-un-to-set-up-ai-
governing-institution.html

(China, Global) CCP Cyber Sovereignty Contains Lessons For AI’s Future
https://jamestown.org/program/ccp-cyber-sovereignty-contains-lessons-for-ais-future/

(China) Apple-Baidu Partnership Risks Accelerating China’s Influence Over the Future 
of Generative AI
https://thediplomat.com/2024/04/apple-baidu-partnership-risks-accelerating-chinas-influence-over-the-
future-of-generative-ai/

INTERNET FREEDOM

Hong Kong loses 10,000 civil servants amid political crackdown
Alice Yam – Radio Free Asia: 15 April 2024
The worker exodus comes in the wake of a citywide suppression of public dissent that has forced 
them to censor what they say on social media and take an oath of loyalty to Beijing.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/hong-kong-civil-servants-04152024143953.html

For more on this theme:
(Russia) AI-powered internet censorship
https://en.thebell.io/ai-powered-internet-censorship/

(Tanzania) Tanzania ‘extensively’ censors LGBTQ+ apps and websites, researchers find
https://therecord.media/tanzania-lgbtq-digital-censorship-report

(China) Apple drops WhatsApp, Threads from China app store on official order: report
https://www.moorenews.com/news/national/apple-drops-whatsapp-threads-from-china-app-store-on-
official-order-report/article_d2cf5e86-bc95-5f73-aa27-62c3ab370c83.html

(China, Global) Report: China is exporting digital control methods
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/internet-repression-exports-04172024133621.html
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CYBER STRATEGY

Japan’s Extensive Cybersecurity Strategies
Pardeep Sharma – Analytics Insight: 13 April 2024
Japan’s proactive approach highlights its efforts to create a counter-cyberattack grid in the  
Indo-Pacific, deepen partnerships with allies and integrate cybersecurity into its broader defense.

https://www.analyticsinsight.net/japans-extensive-cybersecurity-strategies/

For more on this theme:
(India) India’s Cyber Security Demand Skyrockets Amidst AI Integration
https://elblog.pl/2024/04/14/indias-cyber-security-demand-skyrockets-amidst-ai-integration/

(Sweden, U.S.) Sweden and the United States deepens the partnership in cyber 
defense
https://www.forsvarsmakten.se/en/news/2024/04/sweden-and-the-united-states-deepens-the-
partnership-in-cyber-defense/

(Global) The UN Security Council Discusses Cyber Threats to International Security
https://www.stimson.org/2024/un-security-council-cyber-threats-to-international-security/

MILITARY’S ROLE IN CYBER

Cybercom looking to speed up capability development for digital warriors
Mark Pomerleau – Defenses Scoop: 11 April 2024
U.S. Cyber Command, which deals primarily in the software realm, wants to become more 
adept at delivering key capabilities to its personnel.

https://defensescoop.com/2024/04/11/cybercom-haugh-speed-up-capability-development/

For more on this theme:
(U.S.) Pentagon Employs Proactive Measures To Counter Cyber Threats
https://www.eurasiareview.com/12042024-pentagon-employs-proactive-measures-to-counter-cyber-
threats/

(Germany) Germany launches military reform with new command structure
https://www.dw.com/en/germany-launches-military-reform-with-new-command-structure/a-68740863 

(U.S.) CYBERCOM considers options for future force generation model
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/defense-news/2024/04/cybercom-considers-options-for-future-force-
generation-model/

(ASEAN) ASEAN and the military applications of AI
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/asean-military-applications-ai
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CYBER RESILIENCE

How Australia can become the partner of choice in Pacific cyber resilience
Meg Tapia – The Strategist: 18 April 2024
In a bid to help Blue Pacific nations become more resilient to cyberattacks such as the one 
Vanuatu suffered in 2022, Canberra outlined a vision to become the preferred collaborator   
for enhancing cybersecurity cooperation and capacity-building.

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/how-australia-can-become-the-partner-of-choice-in-pacific-cyber-
resilience/

For more on this theme:
(Global) How to Recruit, Train, and Retain the Best Talent in Cybersecurity
https://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/2024/april/how-recruit-train-and-retain-best-talent-
cybersecurity

(U.K., EU) Report: UK cyber security rating exceeds European counterparts
https://www.itpro.com/security/report-uk-cyber-security-rating-exceeds-european-counterparts

(U.S.) How to Stay Ahead of a Cybersecurity Breach with the Right Resilience 
Strategy
https://hbr.org/sponsored/2024/04/how-to-stay-ahead-of-a-cybersecurity-breach-with-the-right-
resilience-strategy

PROTECTION OF CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

New cybersecurity bill would shore up water system protections
Sophia Fox-Sowell – StateScoop: 12 April 2024
The legislation introduced by U.S. House lawmakers would create a governing body made up of 
cybersecurity and water-system experts.

https://statescoop.com/new-cybersecurity-bill-water-wastewater-protections/ 

For more on this theme:
(U.S., China) Chinese Government Poses ‘Bold and Unrelenting’ Threat to U.S. 
Critical Infrastructure, FBI Director Says
https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/chinese-government-poses-bold-and-unrelenting-threat-to-u-s-critical-
infrastructure-fbi-director-says

(Global) Cybersecurity Challenges in the Energy Sector: Strategies for Protecting 
Critical Infrastructure
https://oilmanmagazine.com/cybersecurity-challenges-in-the-energy-sector-strategies-for-protecting-
critical-infrastructure/

(Global) Critical Infrastructure Security: Observations From the Front Lines
https://www.darkreading.com/vulnerabilities-threats/critical-infrastructure-security-observations-from-
front-lines

(Middle East) Cybersec leaders weigh in on the state of Middle East critical 
infrastructure cybersecurity
https://www.intelligentcio.com/me/2024/04/16/cybersec-leaders-weigh-in-on-the-state-of-middle-east-
critical-infrastructure-cybersecurity/
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CYBERCRIME

After a string of high profile cyber gang takedowns, is the cyber crime industry about 
to get a lot more fragmented?
Solomon Klappholz – IT Pro: 18 April 2024
The closure of online fraud service LabHost by the U.K.’s Metropolitan Police shows the 
heat is being turned up on larger threat collectives, but will the cybercrime ecosystem adjust 
accordingly?

https://www.itpro.com/security/after-a-string-of-high-profile-cyber-gang-takedowns-is-the-cyber-crime-
industry-about-to-get-a-lot-more-fragmented

For more on this theme:
(Kazakhstan) Kazakhstan Holds First Interagency Cybercrime Counter Meeting
https://www.miragenews.com/kazakhstan-holds-first-interagency-cybercrime-1216773/

(U.S., Global) How to Tackle Cyber Crime Ecosystems, Teen Extortionists
https://www.govtech.com/security/how-to-tackle-cyber-crime-ecosystems-teen-extortionists

(Global) First ‘Cybercrime Index’ Ranks Countries by Threat Level
https://www.forensicmag.com/612506-First-Cybercrime-Index-Ranks-Countries-by-Threat-Level/

(U.S., Global) Why The Healthcare Industry Has Become A Primary Target For 
Cybercriminals
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2024/04/17/why-the-healthcare-industry-has-become-
a-primary-target-for-cybercriminals/?sh=7c70ba2c15b8

RANSOMWARE

Cybersecurity investigators worry ransomware attacks may worsen as young, 
Western hackers work with Russians
Bill Whitaker – CBS News: 14 April 2024
An audacious group of hackers from Canada, the United Kingdom and the United States called 
“Scattered Spider” by the FBI has teamed up with Russia’s most notorious ransomware gang. 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/cybersecurity-investigators-worry-ransomware-attacks-may-worsen-as-
young-hackers-in-us-work-with-russians-60-minutes-transcript/

For more on this theme:
(Global) The cat and mouse ransomware game may threaten smaller organizations
https://www.securitymagazine.com/articles/100591-the-cat-and-mouse-ransomware-game-may-
threaten-smaller-organizations

(U.S.) Change Healthcare’s New Ransomware Nightmare Goes From Bad to Worse
https://www.wired.com/story/change-healthcare-ransomhub-data-sale/

(China) Chinese-owned semiconductor company Nexperia hit by ransomware attack
https://therecord.media/nexperia-semiconductor-company-ransomware-incident

(Global) ‘Large volume’ of data stolen from UN agency after ransomware attack
https://cyberscoop.com/undp-data-stolen-ransomware/
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PROGRAM ON TERRORISM AND SECURITY STUDIES (PTSS)

TERRORISM AROUND THE WORLD

Defections alone won’t break ISWAP terror group
Malik Samuel – Institute of Security Studies: 17 April 2024
Mass defections crippled the Jama’tu Ahlis Sunna Lidda’awati wal-Jihad, one of two Boko 
Haram factions, but the same fate is unlikely to befall the Islamic State West Africa Province.

https://issafrica.org/iss-today/defections-alone-won-t-break-iswap-terror-group

New report flags terror, Internet links to drug trade in South Asia
United Nations: 18 April 2024
The annual report of the International Narcotics Control Board shows that 39% of the  
world’s opiate users reside in the region. The study also warns that the trade is being  
used to fund terrorism.

https://india.un.org/en/266251-new-report-flags-terror-internet-links-drug-trade-south-asia

For more on this theme:
Charting Strategies: Analyzing Taliban and Regional Resolve in Combating ISIS-K
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/charting-strategies-analyzing-taliban-and-regional-resolve-
combating-isis-k

An ISIS Terror Group Draws Half Its Recruits From Tiny Tajikistan
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/18/world/europe/tajikistan-isis-k-terrorism.html

3 Reasons This Country Is a Top ISIS Recruiting Ground
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/18/world/europe/isis-k-tajikistan.html

Iraq thinks ISIS is gone. The U.S. begs to differ.
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/national-security-daily/2024/04/18/iraq-thinks-isis-is-gone-the-u-
s-begs-to-differ-00153135

Germany, Russia thwart attack plots as ISIS threat looms
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2024/04/germany-russia-thwart-attack-plots-isis-threat-looms

Explaining the Broader Implications of Islamic State-Khorasan’s Moscow Attack
https://www.stimson.org/2024/explaining-the-broader-implications-of-islamic-state-khorasans-
moscow-attack/

Human rights group alleges widespread torture, abuse of detainees accused of IS 
affiliation in Syria
https://apnews.com/article/syria-islamic-state-detainees-rights-
d59f6feb6081efd9501753317039734d

Uzbekistan Cracks Down On ‘Religious Extremism’ In Aftermath Of Moscow  
Terror Attack
https://www.rferl.org/a/uzbekistan-crackdown-muslims-crocus-attack/32904040.html

Southeast Asia needs to step up its counterterrorism game
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/commentary/2024/04/18/world/southeast-asia-counterterrorism/
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GRAY ZONE DYNAMICS AND INFLUENCE OPERATIONS

Biden says US support for Philippines, Japan defense ‘ironclad’ amid growing China 
provocations
Aamer Madhani and Zeke Miller – The Associated Press: 11 April 2024
President Joe Biden gathered Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and Japanese Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida at the White House amid growing concern about Chinese military 
action in the Indo-Pacific.

https://apnews.com/article/japan-philippines-trilateral-kishida-marcos-biden-03e6288c5b5155af1bb6
93a464de875d

For more on this theme:
Vietnam mulls own territorial line in Tonkin Gulf
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/southchinasea/vietnam-tonkin-gult-04152024023842.html

China’s spy agency encourages people to see spies everywhere
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/national-security-04162024131506.html

China warns against US-Philippine joint military exercise
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/philippine/china-warns-against-us-philippine-military-
exercises-04182024024819.html

Accelerating transatlantic defense innovation in an era of strategic competition
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/issue-brief/accelerating-transatlantic-defense-
innovation-in-an-era-of-strategic-competition/

Huawei’s Expansion in Latin America and the Caribbean: Views from the Region
https://www.usip.org/publications/2024/04/huaweis-expansion-latin-america-and-caribbean-views-region

Russia and the Taliban: here’s why Putin wants to get closer to Afghanistan’s current 
rulers
https://theconversation.com/russia-and-the-taliban-heres-why-putin-wants-to-get-closer-to-afghanistans-
current-rulers-227287

Ukraine isn’t the only country Russia is trying to topple
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/ukraine-isnt-only-country-russia-203830455.html

Biden Warns China’s Xi to Keep Out of US Elections
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/biden-warns-china-s-xi-to-keep-out-of-us-elections/ar-
BB1l29a4?ocid=iehpk

Securing Election Infrastructure Against the Tactics of Foreign Malign Influence 
Operations
https://www.dni.gov/index.php/fmic-news/3807-securing-election-infrastructure-against-the-tactics-of-
foreign-malign-influence-operations

Microsoft finds Russian influence operations targeting U.S. election have begun
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/microsoft-finds-russian-influence-operations-targeting-us-election-
have-slowly-2024-04-17/

Big, bold and unchecked: Russian influence operation thrives on Facebook
https://www.politico.eu/article/russia-influence-hackers-social-media-facebok-operation-thriving/
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ISRAEL/HAMAS/IRAN

Tempting Fate: The Implications of Iran’s Attack on Israel
Afshon Ostovar and Aaron Stein – Foreign Policy Research Institute:  April 2024
The Foreign Policy Research Institute’s Afshon Ostovar and Aaron Stein discuss the  
April 13 aerial assault and its significance.

https://www.fpri.org/article/2024/04/tempting-fate-the-implications-of-irans-attack-on-israel/

For more on this theme:
Israel has carried out a strike inside Iran, US official tells CNN, as region braces  
for further escalation
https://www.cnn.com/2024/04/18/middleeast/isfahan-iran-explosion-intl-hnk/index.html

Escalation of Middle East hostilities will have ripple effects for Africa
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/escalation-of-middle-east-hostilities-will-have-ripple-effects-for-africa

Iran’s Attack and the New Escalatory Cycle in the Middle East
https://www.usip.org/publications/2024/04/irans-attack-and-new-escalatory-cycle-middle-east

Iran-Israel: The escalation calculus
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/iran-israel-escalation-calculus

Iran launched a Major Cyberattack Against Critical Infrastructure in Israel
https://cybersecuritynews.com/iran-launched-cyberattack/

Exploring Israel’s Strategic Response Options to Iran’s Air Assault
https://themedialine.org/mideast-daily-news/exploring-israels-strategic-response-options-to-irans-air-
assault/

IntelBrief: Iranian Escalation Against Israel Seeks to Reshape Red Lines in the 
Middle East
https://thesoufancenter.org/intelbrief-2024-april-15/

Hezbollah’s second-in-command insists it is not seeking war, but would respond  
to Israeli escalation
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/hezbollah-naim-qassem-exclusive-interview-war-escalation-
rcna148332

Israel’s Military Risks Being Overstretched
https://foreignpolicy.com/2024/04/18/israel-military-iran-gaza-overstretched/

A pawn in a dangerous game: Hezbollah’s role as an Iranian proxy – analysis
https://www.jpost.com/israel-hamas-war/article-797291

Hezbollah and its “Unity of Fronts” Strategy
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/hezbollah-and-its-%E2%80%9Cunity-fronts%E2%80%9D-
strategy-210553 

Hamas rejects Israel’s ceasefire response, sticks to main demands
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/hamas-rejects-israels-ceasefire-response-sticks-main-
demands-2024-04-13/ 
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For more on this theme:
Iran Attacks on Israel Spur Escalation Concerns
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/iran-attacks-israel-spur-escalation-concerns 

Iran’s attack on Israel raises fears of a wider war, but all sides have also scored gains
https://apnews.com/article/iran-israel-attack-hamas-biden-8ffb1a81e6769bb1d27c849e6108da36

Israel’s multilayered air-defense system protected it from Iran’s drone and missile strike
https://apnews.com/article/israel-iran-missile-defense-iron-dome-arrow-bbf6330918da036f2e000360
556a81f6

Will Qatar Pull Out As Israel-Hamas Mediator?
https://www.barrons.com/news/will-qatar-pull-out-as-israel-hamas-mediator-c18da811?refsec=topics_
afp-news

Jordan took out Iranian munitions over its airspace. Now it has tensions with its 
people and Iran.
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/menasource/jordan-israel-iran-retaliation-gaza/

Iran and the de-escalation myth
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/content-series/inflection-points/iran-and-the-de-escalation-myth/

Israel And Hamas Play Whack-A-Mole – Analysis
https://www.eurasiareview.com/16042024-israel-and-hamas-play-whack-a-mole-analysis/

‘The Best’ For Putin: How The Kremlin Stands To Gain From Iran’s Attack On Israel
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-iran-israel-benefit-ukraine-war-putin/32906139.html 

Delight and Dismay After Iran’s Failed Missile Attack
https://cepa.org/article/delight-and-dismay-after-irans-failed-missile-attack/

RUSSIA/UKRAINE

Ukraine could face defeat in 2024. Here’s how that might look
Frank Gardner – BBC: 13 April 2024
The former commander of the United Kingdom’s Joint Forces Command warns of the “serious 
risk” posed by Russia’s expected summer offensive.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-68778338

For more on this theme:
Ethnically Non-Russian Formations in Russia’s War on Ukraine: Siberia
https://jamestown.org/program/ethnically-non-russian-formations-in-russias-war-on-ukraine-siberia/ 

US intelligence finding shows China surging equipment sales to Russia to help war 
effort in Ukraine
https://apnews.com/article/united-states-china-russia-ukraine-war-265df843be030b7183c95b6f3afca8ec

Russian soldiers who quit Putin’s war get no hero’s welcome abroad as asylum 
claims surge
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-putin-deserter-asylum-5c7642cd14431d9af65076df2d
f4b861
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For more on this theme:
The Role of the Private Sector in Japan-Ukraine Cooperation
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/role-private-sector-japan-ukraine-cooperation

Do You Have a Moment to Talk about the War?
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/do-you-have-moment-talk-about-war

Back to the Future: Russia’s New (and Old) Economic Policy
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/back-future-russias-new-and-old-economic-policy

How Will Russia Pay?: Making Seized Russian Financial Assets Work for Ukraine
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/how-will-russia-pay-making-seized-russian-financial-assets-work-
ukraine

How Ukraine’s cyber police fights back against Russia’s hackers
https://techcrunch.com/2024/04/12/how-ukraines-cyber-police-fights-back-against-russias-hackers/

Ukraine’s ‘De-Naftafication’ of Russia (Part One)
https://jamestown.org/program/ukraines-de-naftafication-of-russia-part-one/

Multi-Prong Peace Offensive Pushes Putin Into Corner
https://jamestown.org/program/multi-prong-peace-offensive-pushes-putin-into-corner/

Russia/Ukraine: Russian attacks causing catastrophic damage to critical energy 
infrastructure in Ukraine
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/04/russian-attacks-causing-catastrophic-damage-to-
critical-energy-infrastructure-in-ukraine/

CIA director warns Ukraine could lose war with Russia by the end of the year unless 
US sends more aid
https://www.cnn.com/2024/04/18/politics/cia-director-ukraine-russia-warning/index.html

Ukraine is heading for defeat
https://www.politico.eu/article/why-ukraine-losing-russia-war/

Is China growing tired of Russia’s war in Ukraine?
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2024/4/17/is-china-growing-tired-of-russias-war-in-ukraine

Western fear of escalation will hand Putin an historic victory in Ukraine
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/western-fear-of-escalation-will-hand-putin-an-
historic-victory-in-ukraine/

Putin’s plan to depopulate Ukraine
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/putins-plan-to-depopulate-ukraine/

Ukrainian nuclear energy can fuel country’s recovery and power Europe
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/ukrainian-nuclear-energy-can-fuel-countrys-recovery-
and-power-europe/

Ukraine says Russia steps up illegal use of tear gas to clear trenches
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-says-russia-steps-up-illegal-use-tear-gas-clear-
trenches-2024-04-17/
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For more on this theme: 
The German chancellor presses China on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
https://apnews.com/article/china-germany-scholz-xi-jinping-2de75f16b8f44603dea60eccd35b3d63

Ukraine is losing the war and the west faces a stark choice: help now or face a 
resurgent and aggressive Russia
https://theconversation.com/ukraine-is-losing-the-war-and-the-west-faces-a-stark-choice-help-now-or-
face-a-resurgent-and-aggressive-russia-227875

Ukraine’s power plants at the mercy of Russian missiles
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-68813529

IAEA warns that attacks on a nuclear plant in Russian-controlled Ukraine put the 
world at risk
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-iaea-nuclear-accident-attack-zaporizhzhia-
a84da0b7b6d3cefa11f1f522d9822dad

Putin is bombing Ukraine into darkness — and leaving Europe short of power
https://www.politico.eu/article/russias-bombing-ukraine-darkness-leaving-europe-short-power/

War Maps Show Russia’s Creeping Advance in Ukraine
https://www.newsweek.com/russia-ukraine-isw-maps-frontline-1891151

‘Sandworm’ Group Is Russia’s Primary Cyberattack Unit in Ukraine
https://www.darkreading.com/ics-ot-security/-sandworm-group-is-russia-s-primary-cyber-attack-unit-in-
ukraine

Ukraine’s Three-Front War: Advancing Russians, Depleted Artillery, Exhausted Troops
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-chasiv-yar-invasion-war/32902927.html

Europe’s Decade of Failure in Ukraine
https://cepa.org/article/europes-decade-of-failure-in-ukraine/

Darkness Closes in on Ukraine
https://cepa.org/article/darkness-closes-in-on-ukraine/

Putin’s War and the Generation of Losers
https://cepa.org/article/putins-war-and-the-generation-of-losers/

America’s Stark Choice in Ukraine and the Cost of Letting Russia Win
https://www.aei.org/articles/americas-stark-choice-in-ukraine-and-the-cost-of-letting-russia-win/

Russia plans to restart Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia embattled nuclear power plant. That 
won’t make the plant safer
https://thebulletin.org/2024/04/russia-plans-to-restart-ukraines-zaporizhzhia-embattled-nuclear-power-
plant-that-wont-make-the-plant-safer/

Poland arrests Zelenskyy assassination plotter linked to Russia
https://www.politico.eu/article/poland-arrests-ukraine-zelenskyy-assassination-plotter-linked-russia/

Russia’s meat grinder soldiers — 50,000 confirmed dead
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-68819853
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For more on this theme: 
How Supporting Ukraine Is Revitalizing the U.S. Defense Industrial Base
https://www.csis.org/analysis/how-supporting-ukraine-revitalizing-us-defense-industrial-base

Analysis: Combat use of AI in Ukraine 
https://www.edrmagazine.eu/analysis-combat-use-of-ai-in-ukraine

Peace From The Baltics – Analysis
https://www.eurasiareview.com/17042024-peace-from-the-baltics-analysis/
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