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COUNTERING TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME (CTOC) 

CORRUPTION

China’s Draft Criminal Law Amendment Eyes Corruption in Private Firms
Anushka Saxena – The Diplomat: 1 August 2023
The private sector would be included under anti-bribery and anti-corruption provisions.

https://thediplomat.com/2023/08/chinas-draft-criminal-law-amendment-eyes-corruption-in-private-firms/

Ukraine must not forget fight against corruption while battling Russia
Brian Mefford – Atlantic Council: 27 July 2023
Audiences everywhere are rooting for Ukraine to win the war and succeed in its postwar                          
reconstruction. However, corruption continues to threaten the country from within and could help 
the Kremlin achieve its goals.

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/ukraine-must-not-forget-fight-against-corruption-while-bat-
tling-russia/

For more on this theme:
China owes world explanation for abrupt removal of foreign minister
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/The-Nikkei-View/China-owes-world-explanation-for-abrupt-removal-of-for-
eign-minister 

Vietnam jails former officials and diplomats in mass bribery trial
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/7/28/vietnam-jails-former-officials-and-diplomats-in-mass-bribery-trial

Guatemalan Election Runoff Endangered by Corrupt Authorities
https://www.justsecurity.org/87389/guatemalan-election-runoff-endangered-by-corrupt-authorities/

Media Trials in Uzbekistan Put Ethics, Corruption in Spotlight
https://www.voanews.com/a/media-trials-in-uzbekistan-put-ethics-corruption-in-spotlight/7200567.html

Son Of Kyrgyz President’s Cousin Detained On Corruption Charges
https://www.rferl.org/a/kyrgyzstan-president-corruption-cousin/32531108.html

Australia told to call out China corruption in Pacific
https://au.sports.yahoo.com/australia-told-call-china-corruption-173000353.html

Corruption in South Africa: whistleblower protection law is being reformed — but it may 
not go far enough
https://theconversation.com/corruption-in-south-africa-whistleblower-protection-law-is-being-reformed-but-it-
may-not-go-far-enough-209916

Creating an international anti-corruption court is a noble idea, but can it work?
https://fcpablog.com/2023/07/31/creating-an-international-anti-corruption-court-is-a-noble-idea-but-can-it-
work/

Moldova Anti-Corruption Prosecution Protests Law Change Making it ‘Irrelevant’
https://balkaninsight.com/2023/07/28/moldova-anti-corruption-prosecution-protests-law-change-making-it-ir-
relevant/

https://thediplomat.com/2023/08/chinas-draft-criminal-law-amendment-eyes-corruption-in-private-firms/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/ukraine-must-not-forget-fight-against-corruption-while-battling-russia/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/ukraine-must-not-forget-fight-against-corruption-while-battling-russia/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/The-Nikkei-View/China-owes-world-explanation-for-abrupt-removal-of-foreign-minister
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/The-Nikkei-View/China-owes-world-explanation-for-abrupt-removal-of-foreign-minister
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/7/28/vietnam-jails-former-officials-and-diplomats-in-mass-bribery-trial
https://www.justsecurity.org/87389/guatemalan-election-runoff-endangered-by-corrupt-authorities/
https://www.voanews.com/a/media-trials-in-uzbekistan-put-ethics-corruption-in-spotlight/7200567.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/kyrgyzstan-president-corruption-cousin/32531108.html
https://au.sports.yahoo.com/australia-told-call-china-corruption-173000353.html
https://theconversation.com/corruption-in-south-africa-whistleblower-protection-law-is-being-reformed-but-it-may-not-go-far-enough-209916
https://theconversation.com/corruption-in-south-africa-whistleblower-protection-law-is-being-reformed-but-it-may-not-go-far-enough-209916
https://fcpablog.com/2023/07/31/creating-an-international-anti-corruption-court-is-a-noble-idea-but-can-it-work/
https://fcpablog.com/2023/07/31/creating-an-international-anti-corruption-court-is-a-noble-idea-but-can-it-work/
https://balkaninsight.com/2023/07/28/moldova-anti-corruption-prosecution-protests-law-change-making-it-irrelevant/
https://balkaninsight.com/2023/07/28/moldova-anti-corruption-prosecution-protests-law-change-making-it-irrelevant/
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DRUG TRAFFICKING

How a ‘Jihadi drug’ resurrected war-torn Syria as a narco-state
James E. Baldwin – The Telegraph: 31 July 2023
The country’s booming drug industry has become a “financial lifeline” for the Assad regime.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/terror-and-security/syria-drug-captagon-manufacturing-deal-
ing-trafficking-assad/

Dark Web, Telegram Give Easy Access to LSD, Heroin and Cocaine, Finds Report          
on Drug Trafficking
Bhaswati Guha Majumder – News 31 :18 July 2023
The dark web and instant messaging services are being rampantly used for trafficking, the India 
Future Foundation said in a report.

https://www.news18.com/tech/dark-web-telegram-give-easy-access-to-lsd-heroin-and-cocaine-finds-re-
port-on-drug-trafficking-8471263.html

For more on this theme:
Uruguay’s Top Trafficker Disappears Yet Again in Bolivia
https://insightcrime.org/news/uruguay-trafficker-sebastian-marset-story/ 

The Women Who Joined the Ranks of Latin America’s Top Narco-Traffickers
https://crimereads.com/women-top-narco-traffickers/

Peru’s cocaine trade overruns remote Indigenous territory
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/7/25/perus-cocaine-trade-overruns-remote-indigenous-territory

Pakistan ends capital punishment for drug trafficking convicts
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/pakistan-ends-capital-punishment-for-drug-trafficking-con-
victs/2954088

Trafficking victims endured ‘horrible conditions’ in US illegal drug operation
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/jul/28/california-human-trafficking-illegal-marijuana-busi-
ness

Bolivia Strengthens Operations Against Narcotrafficking
https://dialogo-americas.com/articles/bolivia-strengthens-operations-against-narcotrafficking/

Spanish police arrest Mexican drug cartel kingpin in Madrid
https://www.politico.eu/article/spain-cops-arrest-mexico-cartel-kingpin-said-madrid-los-zetas/

Narcas — women of the drug trade
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/latenightlive/url-/102680856

Albanians Are the Kingpins of the UK Drug Market
https://europeanconservative.com/articles/news/albanians-are-the-kingpins-of-the-uk-drug-market/

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/terror-and-security/syria-drug-captagon-manufacturing-dealing-trafficking-assad/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/terror-and-security/syria-drug-captagon-manufacturing-dealing-trafficking-assad/
https://www.news18.com/tech/dark-web-telegram-give-easy-access-to-lsd-heroin-and-cocaine-finds-report-on-drug-trafficking-8471263.html
https://www.news18.com/tech/dark-web-telegram-give-easy-access-to-lsd-heroin-and-cocaine-finds-report-on-drug-trafficking-8471263.html
https://insightcrime.org/news/uruguay-trafficker-sebastian-marset-story/
https://crimereads.com/women-top-narco-traffickers/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/7/25/perus-cocaine-trade-overruns-remote-indigenous-territory
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/pakistan-ends-capital-punishment-for-drug-trafficking-convicts/2954088
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/pakistan-ends-capital-punishment-for-drug-trafficking-convicts/2954088
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/jul/28/california-human-trafficking-illegal-marijuana-business
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/jul/28/california-human-trafficking-illegal-marijuana-business
https://dialogo-americas.com/articles/bolivia-strengthens-operations-against-narcotrafficking/
https://www.politico.eu/article/spain-cops-arrest-mexico-cartel-kingpin-said-madrid-los-zetas/
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/latenightlive/url-/102680856
https://europeanconservative.com/articles/news/albanians-are-the-kingpins-of-the-uk-drug-market/
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TRAFFICKING IN SCARCE OR PROTECTED RESOURCES 

Conflict and organised crime are razing CAR’s rainforests
Oluwole Ojewale – Institute for Security Studies: 1 August 2023
International support is needed to sanction businesses complicit in timber trafficking from the 
Central African Republic.

https://issafrica.org/iss-today/conflict-and-organised-crime-are-razing-cars-rainforests

Wildlife trade threatens the most evolutionarily and functionally distinct animals
Chrissy Sexton – Earth.com: 30 July 2023
It is placing a growing and undeniable risk to the world’s most unique and archaic species and the 
roles they play in maintaining ecosystems, according to research led by the University of Sheffield.

https://www.earth.com/news/wildlife-trade-threatens-the-most-evolutionarily-and-functionally-distinct-an-
imals/

For more on this theme:
Insecurity has affected three national parks — but that is not the greatest threat to 
wildlife conservation in Nigeria
https://www.icirnigeria.org/insecurity-has-affected-three-national-parks-but-that-is-not-the-greatest-
threat-to-wildlife-conservation-in-nigeria/

Illegal mining and disasters lead Brazilian mining to seek a sustainable label 
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/internacional/en/brazil/2023/07/illegal-mining-and-disasters-lead-brazil-
ian-mining-to-seek-a-sustainable-label.shtml

The Stainless-Steel Boom Is Tearing a South African Mining Region Apart
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2023-07-24/chrome-ore-mining-for-stainless-steel-tarnishes-
south-africa-s-platinum-belt#xj4y7vzkg

Study confirms surge in deforestation in Indigenous lands under Bolsonaro
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/07/study-confirms-surge-in-deforestation-in-indigenous-lands-un-
der-bolsonaro/

Shark Fin Trade Thriving in Latin America, Despite Promises of Progress
https://insightcrime.org/news/shark-fin-trade-thriving-latin-america-progress/

‘Mud, muck and death’: Cambodia’s plan to obstruct trawlers and revive local fishing
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/07/mud-muck-and-death-cambodias-plan-to-obstruct-trawlers-and-
revive-local-fishing/

Study: More than 900 at-risk species lack international trade protections
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/07/study-more-than-900-at-risk-species-lack-international-trade-pro-
tections/

Bangladesh major hub for tiger poaching: study
https://phys.org/news/2023-07-bangladesh-major-hub-tiger-poaching.html

Protecting India’s Imperiled Wildlife With 3D Printed Teeth
https://reasonstobecheerful.world/protecting-indias-imperiled-wildlife-3d-printed-teeth/

https://issafrica.org/iss-today/conflict-and-organised-crime-are-razing-cars-rainforests
https://www.earth.com/news/wildlife-trade-threatens-the-most-evolutionarily-and-functionally-distinct-animals/
https://www.earth.com/news/wildlife-trade-threatens-the-most-evolutionarily-and-functionally-distinct-animals/
https://www.icirnigeria.org/insecurity-has-affected-three-national-parks-but-that-is-not-the-greatest-threat-to-wildlife-conservation-in-nigeria/
https://www.icirnigeria.org/insecurity-has-affected-three-national-parks-but-that-is-not-the-greatest-threat-to-wildlife-conservation-in-nigeria/
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/internacional/en/brazil/2023/07/illegal-mining-and-disasters-lead-brazilian-mining-to-seek-a-sustainable-label.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/internacional/en/brazil/2023/07/illegal-mining-and-disasters-lead-brazilian-mining-to-seek-a-sustainable-label.shtml
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2023-07-24/chrome-ore-mining-for-stainless-steel-tarnishes-south-africa-s-platinum-belt#xj4y7vzkg
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2023-07-24/chrome-ore-mining-for-stainless-steel-tarnishes-south-africa-s-platinum-belt#xj4y7vzkg
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/07/study-confirms-surge-in-deforestation-in-indigenous-lands-under-bolsonaro/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/07/study-confirms-surge-in-deforestation-in-indigenous-lands-under-bolsonaro/
https://insightcrime.org/news/shark-fin-trade-thriving-latin-america-progress/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/07/mud-muck-and-death-cambodias-plan-to-obstruct-trawlers-and-revive-local-fishing/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/07/mud-muck-and-death-cambodias-plan-to-obstruct-trawlers-and-revive-local-fishing/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/07/study-more-than-900-at-risk-species-lack-international-trade-protections/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/07/study-more-than-900-at-risk-species-lack-international-trade-protections/
https://phys.org/news/2023-07-bangladesh-major-hub-tiger-poaching.html
https://reasonstobecheerful.world/protecting-indias-imperiled-wildlife-3d-printed-teeth/
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PROGRAM ON CYBER SECURITY STUDIES (PCSS)

INTERNET GOVERNANCE

Integrated Internet Internationalism
Melanie Garson and Pete Furlong – Observer Research Foundation: 1 August 2023
As crises emerge across the world, governments and tech companies find themselves unprepared 
for the role of global internet protector. A new approach to stability and digital resilience is 
required.

https://www.orfonline.org/research/integrated-internet-internationalism/

For more on this theme:
(Global) United Nations – Internet Governance Forum (UN-IGF) establishes                 
a blockchain standards group
https://identityweek.net/united-nations-internet-governance-forum-un-igf-establishes-a-block-
chain-standards-group/

(Global) On Internet Centrality and Fragmentation
https://circleid.com/posts/20230726-on-internet-centrality-and-fragmentation

(Europe) European Commission Publishes New Strategy on Virtual Worlds
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=dfefd132-07ed-4d9b-8b41-779f2786a440

INTERNET FREEDOM

Senegal blocks internet access again
Boluwatife Ayo-Odewalev – Technext: 2 August 2023
The Senegalese government has announced that internet services will be restricted to curb the 
spread of hateful messages on social media.

https://technext24.com/2023/07/31/senegal-blocks-internet-access/

For more on this theme:
(India) We Can’t Look Away From Internet Shutdowns in Manipur
https://thewire.in/rights/we-cant-look-away-from-internet-shutdowns-in-manipur

(Global) Irregular Warfare Podcast: The Rise of Digital Repression
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/irregular-warfare-podcast-the-rise-of-digital-repression/

(Iran) Proton Sees Whopping 6,000% Surge In VPN Sign-Ups In Iran
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202307274303

(Vietnam) Vietnam Orders Social Media Firms to Cut ‘Toxic’ Content Using AI
https://www.voanews.com/a/vietnam-orders-social-media-firms-to-cut-toxic-content-using-ai-/7201741.
html

https://www.orfonline.org/research/integrated-internet-internationalism/
https://identityweek.net/united-nations-internet-governance-forum-un-igf-establishes-a-blockchain-standards-group/
https://identityweek.net/united-nations-internet-governance-forum-un-igf-establishes-a-blockchain-standards-group/
https://circleid.com/posts/20230726-on-internet-centrality-and-fragmentation
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=dfefd132-07ed-4d9b-8b41-779f2786a440
https://technext24.com/2023/07/31/senegal-blocks-internet-access/
https://thewire.in/rights/we-cant-look-away-from-internet-shutdowns-in-manipur
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/irregular-warfare-podcast-the-rise-of-digital-repression/
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202307274303
https://www.voanews.com/a/vietnam-orders-social-media-firms-to-cut-toxic-content-using-ai-/7201741.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/vietnam-orders-social-media-firms-to-cut-toxic-content-using-ai-/7201741.html
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CYBER STRATEGY AND RISKS
China’s cyber interference and transnational crime groups in Southeast Asia
Albert Zhang and Danielle Cave – The Strategist: 24 July 2023
The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has a long history of engagement with criminal organizations 
and proxies to achieve its strategic objectives. There is new evidence of the development of a CCP-
linked influence-for-hire industry.

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/chinas-cyber-interference-and-transnational-crime-groups-in-south-
east-asia/

For more on this theme:
(China, Australia) China’s cyber interference narrows in on Australian politics                 
and policy
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/chinas-cyber-interference-narrows-in-on-australian-politics-and-policy/

(China) Chinese discourse power: Capabilities and impact
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/report/chinese-discourse-power-capabili-
ties-and-impact/

(U.S.) National Cyber Strategy Implementation Plan: What you need to know
https://www.helpnetsecurity.com/2023/07/28/national-cyber-strategy-implementation-plan-ncsip-video/

CYBERATTACKS

Cyberattack on Norway Ministries Lasted at Least Four Months
Ott Ummelas – Bloomberg: 2 August 2023
A cyberattack on Norway’s government ministries exploited a vulnerability linked to mobile device 
management, according to Norwegian and U.S. cybersecurity agencies.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-08-02/cyberattack-on-norway-ministries-last-
ed-at-least-four-months#xj4y7vzkg

For more on this theme:
(U.S.) Bedding Giant Tempur Sealy Takes Systems Offline Following Cyberattack
https://www.securityweek.com/bedding-giant-tempur-sealy-takes-systems-offline-following-cyberattack/

(Canada) Cyberattack on B.C. health websites may have taken personal information
https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/cyberattack-bc-health-websites-may-have-taken-personal-infor-
mation

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/chinas-cyber-interference-and-transnational-crime-groups-in-southeast-asia/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/chinas-cyber-interference-and-transnational-crime-groups-in-southeast-asia/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/chinas-cyber-interference-narrows-in-on-australian-politics-and-policy/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/report/chinese-discourse-power-capabilities-and-impact/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/report/chinese-discourse-power-capabilities-and-impact/
https://www.helpnetsecurity.com/2023/07/28/national-cyber-strategy-implementation-plan-ncsip-video/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-08-02/cyberattack-on-norway-ministries-lasted-at-least-four-months#xj4y7vzkg
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-08-02/cyberattack-on-norway-ministries-lasted-at-least-four-months#xj4y7vzkg
https://www.securityweek.com/bedding-giant-tempur-sealy-takes-systems-offline-following-cyberattack/
https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/cyberattack-bc-health-websites-may-have-taken-personal-information
https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/cyberattack-bc-health-websites-may-have-taken-personal-information
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CYBERCRIME

What is the UN cybercrime treaty and why does it matter?
Isabella Wilkinson – Chatham House: 2 August 2023
The first binding United Nations instrument on a cyber issue carries potential benefits and 
risks. Here are the key issues in the negotiations and likely paths forward.

https://www.chathamhouse.org/2023/08/what-un-cybercrime-treaty-and-why-does-it-matter

For more on this theme:
(U.S., UK) Cybercrime as a Public Health Crisis
https://www.darkreading.com/vulnerabilities-threats/cybercrime-as-a-public-health-crisis

(Global) How local governments can combat cybercrime
https://www.helpnetsecurity.com/2023/08/03/how-local-governments-combat-cybercrime-video/

(Global) AI-Based Cybercrime Tools WormGPT and FraudGPT Could Be The Tip                  
of the Iceberg
https://securityboulevard.com/2023/08/ai-based-cybercrime-tools-wormgpt-and-fraudgpt-could-be-the-
tip-of-the-iceberg/

CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROTECTION

Protecting Critical Infrastructure: Cybersecurity Challenges
Dan Vigdor – Forbes: 2 August 2023
In an interconnected world, key industries have become prime targets for cyberattacks.

https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesbusinesscouncil/2023/08/02/protecting-critical-infrastructure-cy-
bersecurity-challenges/?sh=4bd035696792

For more on this theme:
(U.S.) Cleantech and Quantum Computing: Critical Infrastructure Cybersecurity
https://securityboulevard.com/2023/07/cleantech-and-quantum-computing-critical-infrastructure-cy-
bersecurity/

(China, Russia, U.S.) Algorithmic Warfare: U.S. Ability to Withstand Chinese, Russian 
Cyberattacks Questioned
https://www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/articles/2023/8/1/us-ability-to-withstand-chinese-russian-cy-
berattacks-questioned

(Global) US, Australia cyber agencies warn IDOR security flaws can be exploited      
‘at scale’
https://techcrunch.com/2023/07/27/cisa-nsa-australia-idor-flaws/

https://www.chathamhouse.org/2023/08/what-un-cybercrime-treaty-and-why-does-it-matter
https://www.darkreading.com/vulnerabilities-threats/cybercrime-as-a-public-health-crisis
https://www.helpnetsecurity.com/2023/08/03/how-local-governments-combat-cybercrime-video/
https://securityboulevard.com/2023/08/ai-based-cybercrime-tools-wormgpt-and-fraudgpt-could-be-the-tip-of-the-iceberg/
https://securityboulevard.com/2023/08/ai-based-cybercrime-tools-wormgpt-and-fraudgpt-could-be-the-tip-of-the-iceberg/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesbusinesscouncil/2023/08/02/protecting-critical-infrastructure-cybersecurity-challenges/?sh=4bd035696792
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesbusinesscouncil/2023/08/02/protecting-critical-infrastructure-cybersecurity-challenges/?sh=4bd035696792
https://securityboulevard.com/2023/07/cleantech-and-quantum-computing-critical-infrastructure-cybersecurity/
https://securityboulevard.com/2023/07/cleantech-and-quantum-computing-critical-infrastructure-cybersecurity/
https://www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/articles/2023/8/1/us-ability-to-withstand-chinese-russian-cyberattacks-questioned
https://www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/articles/2023/8/1/us-ability-to-withstand-chinese-russian-cyberattacks-questioned
https://techcrunch.com/2023/07/27/cisa-nsa-australia-idor-flaws/
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PROGRAM ON TERRORISM AND SECURITY STUDIES (PTSS)

ISIS AND FOREIGN FIGHTERS 

Pakistan suicide bombing death toll rises to 63
Al Jazeera: 2 August 2023
More than 120 others were wounded in the attack that targeted a rally for the religious political 
party Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazal.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/8/2/pakistan-suicide-bombing-death-toll-rises-to-63

Defeated and Detained, Islamic State Still Poses Extremism Threat
Kali Robinson – Council on Foreign Relations: 31 July 2023
Years after defeating the Islamic State group on the battlefield, world governments are now        
grappling with what to do with the thousands of war-related detainees in Syria.

https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/defeated-and-detained-islamic-state-still-poses-extremism-threat

For more on this theme:
U.S. sanctions 20 people accused of supporting ISIS, al-Qaida in Maldives
https://ca.sports.yahoo.com/news/u-sanctions-20-people-accused-084439596.html

UK formally declares Islamic State atrocities against Iraq’s Yazidi minority                       
as genocide
https://apnews.com/article/islamic-state-yazidi-iraq-genocide-019fcf49c05c23a2214b9f453c7959c6

Five ISIS suspects arrested in Syria’s al-Hol camp
https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/story/32075-Five-ISIS-suspects-arrested-in-Syria%E2%80%99s-al-Hol-
camp

Islamic State attack in Syria targets oil convoy, kills 5 soldiers: Monitor
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/08/islamic-state-attack-syria-targets-oil-convoy-kills-5-sol-
diers-monitor

Islamist militants behead at least 10 farmers in Nigeria’s Borno state, residents say
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/islamist-militants-behead-least-10-farmers-nigerias-bor-
no-state-residents-2023-07-31/

IS group without “caliph”: No alternative or a deliberate silence?
https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2023/07/is-group-without-caliph-no-alternative-or-a-deliber-
ate-silence/

UN Awaits Confirmation of Killing of IS-Khorasan Chief in Afghanistan  
https://www.voanews.com/a/un-awaits-confirmation-of-killing-of-is-khorasan-chief-in-afghani-
stan-/7202743.html

New UN report highlights al-Qaeda affiliate AQIS threat to Jammu and Kashmir
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/alqaeda-expanding-operations-in-jammu-and-kashmir-ban-
gladesh-and-myanmar-un-report-101690455335348.html 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/8/2/pakistan-suicide-bombing-death-toll-rises-to-63
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Generation Jihad Ep. 96 — New UN report on al Qaeda and the Islamic State
Bill Roggio – Long War Journal: 1 August 2023
The highlights from the U.N. Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team are                 
discussed, including some points of disagreement. 

https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2023/08/generation-jihad-ep-96-new-un-report-on-al-qaeda-
and-the-islamic-state.php

For more on this theme:
Tensions escalate between Israel and Hezbollah in border region
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/aug/03/tensions-escalate-between-israel-and-hezbol-
lah-in-border-region 

Thousands take to streets in Gaza in rare public display of discontent with Hamas
https://apnews.com/article/gaza-hamas-demonstration-israel-blockade-palestinians-306b19228f9dd2
1f1036386ce3709672 

Iran and its Network of Nineteen Terrorist Organizations on Israel’s Borders
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2023/07/iran-and-its-network-of-nineteen-terrorist-organiza-
tions-on-israels-borders.php

Links between income and terrorism found to follow the same pattern globally
https://phys.org/news/2023-07-links-income-terrorism-pattern-globally.html

The Wagner Group’s future in Africa
https://www.gisreportsonline.com/r/wagner-group-africa/

Unraveling Pakistan’s Security Quagmire Under Surging Terrorist Attacks – OpEd
https://www.eurasiareview.com/26072023-unraveling-pakistans-security-quagmire-under-surging-ter-
rorist-attacks-oped/

Brief: Benin Becomes Bulwark Against Terrorism in West Africa
https://jamestown.org/program/brief-benin-becomes-bulwark-against-terrorism-in-west-africa/

Tanzania Faces Looming Threats from East African Jihadist Turmoil
https://jamestown.org/program/tanzania-faces-looming-threats-from-east-african-jihadist-turmoil/

PULI: Uganda’s Other (Short-lived) Jihadi Group
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2023/07/puli-ugandas-other-short-lived-jihadi-group.php

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS)
https://acleddata.com/2023/07/26/actor-profile-hayat-tahrir-al-sham-hts/

Is the Wagner Group a Terrorist Organization?
https://foreignpolicy.com/2023/07/26/wagner-group-terrorist-designation-united-states-ukraine-af-
rica/?tpcc=recirc_latest062921

Why Pakistan Fails to Stop Jihadi Attacks
https://time.com/6300243/pakistan-bajaur-counterterrorism-failures/
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From Russia, with little to show for it
Peter Fabricius – Institute for Security Studies: 4 August 2023
President Vladimir Putin got more out of the Russia-Africa summit than did most of the              
African leaders.

https://issafrica.org/iss-today/from-russia-with-little-to-show-for-it

For more on this theme:
Deepfakes and Deception: A Framework for the Ethical and Legal Use                            
of Machine-Manipulated Media
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/deepfakes-and-deception-a-framework-for-the-ethical-and-legal-use-of-ma-
chine-manipulated-media/

Protecting Civilians in Urban Warfare
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/protecting-civilians-in-urban-warfare/

Independent Thinking: How China views Ukraine
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2023/07/independent-thinking-how-china-views-ukraine

African leaders leave Russia summit without grain deal or path to peace in Ukraine
https://www.npr.org/2023/07/30/1190968770/african-leaders-leave-russia-summit-without-grain-deal-
or-path-to-peace-in-ukrai

The Crimean Peninsula is both a playground and a battleground, coveted by Ukraine 
and Russia
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-crimea-peninsula-dff3484da824e11afc92c83e-
cf19f71b

US intel report details increasing importance of Chinese technology to Russia’s war 
in Ukraine
https://www.cnn.com/2023/07/27/politics/us-intelligence-report-russia-china-ukraine/index.html

Latest in Ukraine: Ukraine’s counteroffensive makes some gains
https://www.npr.org/2023/07/31/1189986016/russia-ukraine-war-news

It’s not just Ukraine. Russia occupies territory in other countries                                              
in emerging Europe	
https://emerging-europe.com/news/its-not-just-ukraine-russia-occupies-territory-in-other-countries-in-
emerging-europe/

Why Ukrainians see no sense in negotiating with Russia now
https://www.politico.eu/article/ukraine-negotiate-russia-peace-war/

Russia ‘systematically’ forcing Ukrainians to accept citizenship, US report finds
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/aug/03/russia-forcing-ukrainian-passports-us-report

‘Child abductions’ are Russian plan to weaken Ukraine, says UK envoy
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/aug/01/russia-alleged-child-abductions-ukraine-de-
fence-uk-ambassador
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For more on this theme: 
Ukraine’s plan if Russia assassinates Zelenskyy
https://www.politico.eu/article/ukraines-plan-volodymyr-zelenskyy-dies-russia-war/

Russia, Ukraine, and Poland: The End of a Tragic Triangle
https://carnegieendowment.org/politika/90289

The Faux Ideologies of Late-Stage Putinism
https://carnegieendowment.org/politika/90292

Is North Korea Set to Become Russia’s Ally Following Shoigu’s Visit?
https://carnegieendowment.org/politika/90315

NATO Enlargement Didn’t Cause Russia’s Aggression
https://carnegieendowment.org/2023/07/31/nato-enlargement-didn-t-cause-russia-s-aggression-pub-90300

What Are the Future Implications of Russia-Ukraine Cyber Conflict for East Asia?
https://thediplomat.com/2023/08/what-are-the-future-implications-of-russia-ukraine-cyber-conflict-for-east-
asia/

How Iranian-made kamikaze drones became part of Russia’s arsenal in its war                
with Ukraine
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-08-03/here-s-what-you-need-to-now-about-russia-iranian-made-
drones/102562834

Zelenskyy advisor: Defeat in Ukraine will spark collapse of Putin regime
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/zelenskyy-advisor-defeat-in-ukraine-will-spark-collapse-of-
putin-regime/

Russia is targeting Ukrainian national identity with attacks on heritage sites
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/russia-is-targeting-ukrainian-national-identity-with-at-
tacks-on-heritage-sites/

Ukraine Military Situation: Wagner Training Belarusian Military Elite Troops 
https://www.eurasiareview.com/28072023-ukraine-military-situation-wagner-training-belarusian-mili-
tary-elite-troops-analysis/

Ukraine Makes Hard-Fought Progress in the South
https://cepa.org/article/ukraine-makes-hard-fought-progress-in-the-south/

Nearly half of those held in Russia’s detention centers in Kherson were tortured,           
rights report finds
https://www.cnn.com/2023/08/02/europe/kherson-detention-centers-torture-report-intl/index.html

Russia And China Strategic Partnership Post-Ukraine: Transactional Or Enduring? 
https://www.eurasiareview.com/03082023-russia-and-china-strategic-partnership-post-ukraine-transaction-
al-or-enduring-analysis/

All The World’s A Stage For Russia’s Mutiny Drama 
https://www.eurasiareview.com/30072023-all-the-worlds-a-stage-for-russias-mutiny-drama-analysis/

https://www.politico.eu/article/ukraines-plan-volodymyr-zelenskyy-dies-russia-war/
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For more on this theme:
Did Russia commit a war crime in leaving the Ukraine grain deal?
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/did-russia-commit-a-war-crime-in-leaving-the-ukraine-
grain-deal/

Behind the Lines: Russia’s Ethnic Cleansing
https://cepa.org/article/behind-the-lines-russias-ethnic-cleansing/

A Cloudy Dawn for Ukraine’s New NATO Era
https://cepa.org/article/a-cloudy-dawn-for-ukraines-new-nato-era/

Cracks in the BRICS as Putin’s Legal Exposure Grows
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/cracks-brics-putins-legal-exposure-grows

Ukraine and the Rise of the Middle Powers
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/ukraine-and-rise-middle-powers

‘A War Crime Has No Statute of Limitations’: One Year After The Blast That Killed 
Ukrainian POWs In Olenivka
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-olenivka-massacre-anniversary-justice-russia/32525593.html

Putin’s Credibility Rests on Shaky Ground
https://cepa.org/article/putins-credibility-rests-on-shaky-ground/

He’s the face of the war in Ukraine, but how good a military strategist is Zelenskyy,     
and what will his legacy be?
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-07-30/war-ukraine-volodymyr-zelenskyy-military-strategist-lega-
cy/102656192

The Anatomy of Prigozhin’s Mutiny and the Future of Russia’s Mercenary Industry            
(Part Three)
https://jamestown.org/program/the-anatomy-of-prigozhins-mutiny-and-the-future-of-russias-mercenary-indus-
try-part-three/

Turkey’s Pivot West Disrupts Relations With Russia
https://jamestown.org/program/turkeys-pivot-west-disrupts-relations-with-russia/

Conflict in Ukraine tests NATO’s borders
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/conflict-in-ukraine-tests-natos-borders/

Moscow, we have a problem
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/moscow-we-have-problem

Exploring an end game in Ukraine? Not yet
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/exploring-end-game-ukraine-not-yet
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